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MIscELLANEOUS. 
Ics OF THE DAY. | ‘ : 
ao Macxenzir’s official detail of the Somers affair. 


Y ILLINOIS. 
NUAL MESSAGE OF GOVERNOR OF . a 
acto OF THE MAJOR GENERAL of the army. Militia 
of the United States. 
CoNGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS. 
CHRONICLE. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Join F. Wray, to be receiver of public moneys, 
for the district of lands subject to sale at Pontotoc, 
in the state of Mississippi, vice Solomon Clark, de- 


ecased. 








CONGRESSMAN. Alexander H. H. Stuart, a 
member of congress from the seventeenth congress- 
ional district of Virginia, has addressed a letter to 
his constituents in which he declines being a candi- 
date for re-election. 


THE NAVY. 

f Arrican Squapron. The president of the senate 
laid before that body on the 30th December a mes- 
sage from the president of the United States, made 
in compliance with a resolution of the senate of the 
ldth inst., in relation to information connected with 
the African squadron, and the entire expense of the 
naval establishment for 1843. The statement shows 
the number and class of vessels to be employed in 
the squadron, with the cost of repairs, the number of 
oficers, seamen, and marines, the probable amount 
of expense, &c. 

The secretary estimates as follows: ‘Two sloops of 
the first class and four brigs or schooners, the cost 
of which is $424,242; amount of repairs, wear and 
tear, $40,000; number of officers to be employed, 82; 
number of petty officers, seamen, and marines, 626; 
annnal expenses under all the heads of expenditure, 
except wear and tear, $241,182; number of guns es- 
timated for the year eighteen hundred and forty- 
three, 946; total estimated expense of the naval es- 
tablishment for the year eighteen hundred and forty- 
three, $6,983,245. ‘I'he armament of a sloop of war 
of the first class is as follows: 2 eight-inch Paixhan 
guns, 20 thirty-two pounder medium guns, 80 mus- 
kets, 80 pistols, 150 cutlasses, 110 boarding-pikes.— 
The armament of a schooner is as follows: 10 thirty- 
two pound carronades, 40 muskets, 40 pistols, 60 
boarding-pikes, and 80 cutlasses. 

The U. S. schooner Grampus, Lieut. Com. Van 
Brunt, anchored off the naval hospital, Norfolk, on 
the 3d inst. ‘The usual salutes were exchanged be- 
tween that schooner and the Pennsylvania, Captain 
Zantzinger, Com. E. P. Kennedy. 

The Sackett’s Harbor Democrat says, that orders 
have been received from the navy department by the 
commandant of that station to make preparations to 

receive a quantity of naval stores, ordnance, &c. 
The U. S. steamer Poinsett, left New York the 

8th Nov., stopped a week at Norfolk, one day at 

Charleston, and reached Savannah 19th Dec., from 

Whence she is to proceed to Tampa Bay on a sur- 

Yeying expedition. We next find her at Jackson- 

jille, Florida, on the 28th—having grounded on the 

dar going in, but got off without damage, 

The U. S. ship Marion, com. Armstrong, sailed 

from St Pierre, Martinique, on the |6th ult. for the 

keward islands, Officers and crew all well, 
HE MARINES are coming into request since the 
ar of the Somers. A guard of this corps has 

“en ordered tothe U.S. brig Boxer, Bullus, now at 

Norfolk, and another guard to the brig Bain- 

Ree about to sail from Boston for the coast of 
ica, 

Courr. We learn from the Chronicle, that a 

“ourt martial, composed of officers of the marine 

rps, will convene at the Philadelphia navy yard, on 

- 19ta inst., for the purpose of trying ligut, Ro- 

bent Fansil, upon charges preferred against him by 

orig J.C. McLaughlin, commander of the late 

, 4 xpedition, for some personal offences, grow- 

§ out of a quarrel upon the coast of Africa. 
Vol.X1L—Sie, 19. 



















































Nava promotions. We learn with surprise that 
the nomination of commander Wyman to fill the va- 
cancy occasioned by the death of Capt. Gallagher, 
has been suspended in the United States senate, 
through the influence of the friends of Capt. Clack, 
in the hope of getting this dismissed officer rein- 
stated. Capt. Clack has been twice dismissed from 
the service; he is now out of it on the righteous ver- 
dict of acourt martial; and to have the nomination 
of a meritorious officer, like Commander Wyman, 
suspended on the question of his restoration, is an 
insult to the claims of individual merit, and a flag- 
rant disregard of the honor and efficiency of the 
service. { Phila. North Amer. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF THE UNIT- 
ED STATES. By the statement of the Register of 
the treasury department, it appears that imports this 
year have fallen off. In the three years past they 
have been as follows: 


1840, imports $107,141,519 
1841 do. 127,946,177 
1842 do. 99,357,325 





The exports of this year have been: 
Of foreign goods, $11,552,831 
Of domestic produce, 92,559,088 





104,117,969 


Deduct imports, 99,357,325 





4,760,634 

Thus the difference between our exports and im- 
ports is in favor of the country over four and a half 
millions. 
} The following tables are taken from the docu- 
ments accompanying the reports of the secretary of 
the treasury: 

STATEMENT 

Exhibiting a view of the imports quarter yearly, du- 

ring the years ending Sept. 30, 1841 and 1842. 

Periods, Value of imports. 

Quart. Year. Free of duty. Payingduty. Total. | 
Fourth 1839 $14,316,875 $13,436,137 $27,753,012 | 











RELATIONS WITH CHINA AND HAIWAI- 
A. In the house of representatives on December 
31st, the speaker laid before that body the following 
message from the president of the U. States, 

To the house of representatives-of the U. States: 

I communicate herewith to congress copies of a 
correspondence, which has recently taken place be- 
tween certain agents of the government of the Haiw- 
aian, or Sandwich Islands, and the secretary of state. 

The condition of those Islands has excited a good 
deal of interest, which is increasing by every suc- 
cessive proof that their inhabitants are making pro- 
gress in civilization, and becoming more and more 
competent to maintain regular and orderly civil go- 
vernment. They lie in the Pacific ocean, much nearer 
to this continent than the other, and have become an 
important place for the refitment and provisioning of. 
American and European vessels. 

Owing to their locality, and to the course of the 
winds which prevail in this quarter of the world, the 
Sandwich Islands are the stopping place for almost 
all vessels passing from continent to continent across 
the Paeific ocean. They are especially resorted to 
by great numbers of vessels of the United States 
, which are engaged in the whole fishery in those seas. 


| The number of vessels of all sorts and the amount of 


property owned by citizens of the U. States which are 
found in those Islands in the course of a year, are 
stated, probably with sufficient accuracy, in the letter 
of the agents. 

Just emerging from a state of barbarism, the go- 
vernment of the Islands is as yet feeble; but its dis- 
positions appear to be just and pacific, and it seems 
anxious to improve the condition of its people by the 
introduction of knowledge, of religious and moral 
institutions, means of education, and the arts of ciyi- 
lized life. 


Tt cannot but be in conformity with the interest 
and the wishes of the government and the people of 
the United States that this community, thus existin 
in the midst of a vast expanse of ocean, should ne 
respected, and all its rights strictly and conscien- 
tiously regarded. And this must also be the true in- 
terest of all other commercial states. Far remote 
from the dominions of European powers, its growth 
and prosperity as an independent state may yet be in 
a high degree useful to all, whose trade is extended 
to those regions; while its nearer approach to this 
continent, and the intercourse which American yes- 











sels have with it—such vessels constituting five-sixths 


36,243,401 | Of all which annually visit it—could not but create 








|First 1840 16,270,557 12,663,745 28,934,302 
Second 1840 = 12,053,141 10,184,039 22,237,180) 
Third 1840 14,555,631 13,661,394 28,217,025 
1840 57,196,204 49,945,315 107,141,519 
‘Fourth 1840 = 11,637,880 11,042,450 22,700,330 | 
|First 1841 18,617,299 17,626,102 
‘Second 1841 =17,104,123 14,380,295 31,484,418 
(Third 1841 18,640,429 19,877,599 37,518,028 
1841 66,019,731 61,926,446 127,946,177 
‘Fourth 1841 8,533,943 14,582,432 23,116,375 
|First 1842 8,506,002 24 425,953 32,931,955 


| Second 1842 
Third 1842 


8,191,214 


4,725,537 





17,919,887 
12,472,361 


26.111,101 
17,197,898 





1342 29,956 696 





69,400,633 


99,357,329 


Nore.—The third quarter of 1842 is partly on es- 


timate. 
Treasury department, 


Register’s office, Dec. 13, 1642. 


T. L. SMITH, Register. 


A STATEMENT 
‘Exhibiting the value of imports and exports during 
the year ending on the 30th Sept. 1842. 
Imports—Value of merchandise free of 
- $29,956,696 


duty, 


Value of merchandise paying 


duty, 


Exports—Of foreign merchandise, viz: 


69,400,633 








Of domestic produce 


Treasury department, 





$99,357,329 


Value free of dufy $6,733,117 
Value paying duty 4,825,764 
$11,558,831 


92,559,088 





- $104,117,969 
Norsg.—The value of imports and exports for the 
quarter ending 30th Sept. is partly on estimate. 


—* office, Dec. 13, 1842. 


T. L. SMITH, Register. 


dissatisfaction on the part of the United States at 
any attempt, by another power, should such at- 
tempt be threatened or feared, to take possession of 
the Islands, colonize them, and subvert the native 
government. Considering, therefore, that the Unit- 
ed States possess so very large a share of the in- 
tercourse with those Islands, it is deemed not unfit 
to make the declaration, that their government seeks 
nevertheless, no peculiar advantages, no exclusive 
control over the Haiwaian government, but is con. 
tent with its independent existence, and anxious] 
wishes for its security and prosperity. Ms forbear- 
ance in this respect, under the circumstances of the 
very large intercourse of their citizens with the Is- 
lands, would justify this government, should events 
hereafter arise to require it, in making a decided re- 
monstrance against the adoption of an opposite policy 
by any other power. Under these circumstances. | 
recommend to congress to provide fora moderate 
allowance to be made out af the treasury to the con- 
sul residing there, that, in a government so new and 
a country so remote, American citizens may haye 
respectable authority to which to apply for redress 
in case of injury to their. persons and property; 
and to whom the government of the country may also 
make known any acts committed by American citi- 
zens of which it may think it has a right to complain 
Events of eonsiderable importance have recently 
transpiredinChina. The military operations carried 
on against that empire by the English government 
have been terminated by a treaty, according to the 
terms of which four important ports, hitherto shut 
against foreign commerce, are to be open to British 
merchants, viz: Amoy, Foo-choo-foo; Ningpo, and 
Chinghai, It cannot but be interesting to the mer- 
cantile interest of the United States, whose inter- 
course with China at the single port of Canton has al- 
ready become so considerable, to ascerteia whether 





these other ports, now open to British, commerce, are 
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to remain shut, nevertheless, against the commerce | 
of the United States. The treaty between the C! 
vides neither for the admission nor the exclusion of 
the ships of other nations. It would seem, therefore 
that it remains with every other nation, having com- 
mercial intercourse with China, to seek to make pro- 
per arrangements for itself with the government of 
that empire in this respect: 

The importations into the United States from Chi- 
na are known to be large, having amounted in some 
years, as will be seen by the annexed tables, to nme 
millions of dollars. The exports, too, from the U. 
States to China, constitute an interesting and grew- 
ing part of the commerce of the country. It appears 
that in the year 184], in the direct trade between the 
two countries, the value of the exports from the U. 
States amounted to seven hundred and fifteen thou- 
sand dollars in domestic produce, and four hundred 
and eighty-five thousand dollars in foreign merchan- 
dise. But the whole amount of American produce 
which finally reaches China, and is there consumed, is 
not comprised in these tables, which show only the 
direet trade. Many vessels, vith American products 
on board, sail with a ‘primary destination to other 
countries, but ultimately dispose of more or less of ; 








their cargoes in the port of Canton. 

The peculiarities of the Chinese government and | 
the Chinese character are well known. An empire, | 
supposed to contain three hundred millions of sub- | 
jects, fertile in various rich products of the earth, 
not without the knowledge of letters and of many 
arts, and with Jarge and expensive accommodation 
for'internal intercourse and traffic, has for ages sought 
to exclude the visits of strangers and foreigners from 
its dominions, and has assumed for itself a superiori- 
ty over all other nations. Events appear likely to 
break down and soften this spirit of non-intercourse, 
and bring China ere long into the relations which 
usually subsist between civilized states. She has 
agreed in the treaty with England that correspond- 
ence between the agents of the two governments 
shall be on equal terms—a concession which, it is 
hardly probable, will hereafter be withheld from 
other nations. 

It is true that the cheapness of labor among the 
Chinese, their ingenuity in its application, and the fix- 
ed character of their habits and pursuits, may dis- 
courage the hope of the opening of any great and 
sudden demand for the fabrics of other countries.— 
But experience proves that the productions of west- 
ern nations find a market to some extent, among the 
Chinese; that that market, so far as respects the pro- 
ductions of the United -States, although it has con- 
siderably varied in successive seasons, has, on the 
whole, more than doubled within the last ten years; 
and it can hardly be doubted that the opening of sev- 
eral new and important ports connected with parts 
of the empire heretofore seldom visited by Europe- 
ans or Americans, would exercise a favorable influ- 
ence upon the demand for such productions. 


It is not understood that the immediate establish- 
ment of correspondent embassies and missions, or the 
permanent residence of diplomatic functionaries 
with full powers of each country, at the court of the 
other, is contemplated between England and China; 
although, as has been already observed, it has been 
stipulated that intercourse between the two coun- 
tries shall hereafter be on equal terms. An ambas- 
sador, or envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary, can only be accredited, according to the 
usages of western nations, to the head, or sovereign 
of the state. And it may be doubtful whether the 
court of Pekin is yet prepared to conform to these 
usages, so far as to receive a minister plenipotentia- 


hi- ments he referred to the committee on foreign affairs, 
nese coverninest and the British commissioner pro- and that they be printed. 


the house two objects: Ist, That the United States 
government should recognise the fact of the inde- 
pendence of the Sandwich Islands; and secondly, to 
enter into commercial negotiations with the govern- 
ment of the Chinese empire. 


sired to say that recent events which had transpired, 
together with the relations of the United States in 
those seas, conspired to render the proposed recog- 
nition an object of peculiar interest. 
Sandwich Islands was in fact the hotel or place of 
visit and refreshment between the western coast of 
America and the eastern coast of Asia. 


ied to condemn the recent treaty concluded with 


Mr. Cushing moved that the message and docu- 


Mr. ©. said that the message just read proposed to 


In reference to the first of these subjects he de- 


The group of 


England 
having by the success of her recent military move- 
ments in the Chinese empire, opened several of the 
ports of that empire to her commerce, the question 
of the independence of the Sandwich Islands had an 
important bearing on the interests of the United 
States, and peculiarly of that portion of her territo- 
ry iying on the Columbia river: and perceiving as he 
did, that some gentlemen of the house were dispos- 


Great Britain, because it contained no article settling 
the question between the two governments in relation 
to the Oregon territory, (a settlement which Mr. C, 
had once been almost alone in pressing on the atten- 
tion of the house,) he took it for granted that all 
such gentlemen who be disposed to regard the first 
object recommended in the message with favor. 


But the most serious portion of the executive com- 
munication was that which had reference to the Chi- 
nese ports. The result of the recent military opera- 
tions of the British force in China had been the 
throwing open of four additional ports of that em- 
pire, and the ceding, in perpetuity, of a commercial 
depot—a fortified post on the Chinese coast. Mr. C. 
did not understand that the British government had 
included in this arrangement a monopoly of the com- 
mercial advantages thus accruing; but if other gov- 
ernments wished to secure a share of them,it would, 
of course, be necessary that they should apply for 
that purpose to the government of China. Mr. C.’s 
information, derived in part from private sources, 
was, that there existed at this time inChina a feeling 
extremely friendly to the United States; the reasons 
of which probably were, Ist, That it was not the 
interest of the Chinese government that England 
should have a monopoly of the commercial supplies 
of that empire; and, 2d, That the United States be- 
ing, from the extent of her commerce, and especially 
her commercial relations in the eastern seas, the 
best competitor with the British for the peaceful 
possession of the Chinese commercial supply, the 
pride of the government and people of China would 
be saved by allowing us to share the trade to the 
ports recently opened: because, in that case, it would 
not seem to be so much an exclusive concession ex- 
torted by England, but rather as a voluntary revolu- 


tion in her commercial policy towards foreign na- |’ 


tions. Should the negotiation terminate favorably, 
it might lead to the opening to American enterprise 
of a free commercial] intercourse with the three hun- 
dred millions inhabiting the Chinese empire. 

The message and accompanying documents were 
referred to the committee on foreign affairs, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
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ry to reside near it. 


Being of opinion however, that the commercial in-| in April, had closed. The Providence Journal claims 
terests of the United States connected with China re- | that the supporters of the legal constitution have a 
quire, at the present moment, a degree of attention majority of the voters both in the city and stale.— 
and vigilance such as there is no agent of this govern- | The number registered in Providence is 2,527. The 


ment on the spot to bestow, I recommend to congress 
to make appropriation for the compensation of a 
commissioner, to reside in China, toexercise a watch- 
ful care over the concerns of American cilizens, and 
for the protection of their persons and property; em- 
powered to hold intercourse with the local authori- 
ties, and ready, under instructions from his govern- 
ment, should such instructions become necessary 
and proper hereafter, to address himselfto the high 
functionaries of the empire, or through them to the 
emperor himself. 

It will not escape the observance of congress, that 
in order to secure the important objects of any such 
measure, a citizen of much intelligence and weight 
of character should be employed on such agency; and 
that, to secure the services of such an individual, a 
compensation should be made corresponding with 
the magnitude and importance of the mission. 

JOHN TYLER, 

Washington, December 30, 1842. 











The register of voters for the next state election 


Dorr party rallied all its strength, and will doubtless 
poll itin April. That will show who has the major- 
ity. [Sun. 

Some very curious developments have been the re- 
sult, in Rhode Island, of careful enquiries into the 
actual composition of the vote by which the so-called 
‘‘neople’s constitution’ was alledged to have been 
adopted in December, 1841—that constitution under 
which Mr. Dorr claims to be the rightful governor. 
At Newport, for instance, it has been discovered that 
of the 1,202 votes returned as for the constitution, 
231 were given by unnaturalized foreigners, 52 by 
United States soldiers, 5 by minors, and 20 by persons 
who either were not residents, or were absent from 
Newport al the time of their alledged voting. Eleven 
persons, moreover, are found to have voted twice, 
and it is ascertained that several men are on the list 
as having voted, who now declare that they did not 
vote at all. And all this in one town only! 


aR ete apa 


NEW YORK. 
»Inaveuration. Gov. Bouck, who sueceed 
Seward, was inaugurajed at Albany on the 
The legislature assembled on the 3d inst. The ; 
governor presided in the senate; George Rex ny 
(V.B.) was elected speaker ol the house. On the 
same day Gov. Bouck’s message was communicat i 
It is a very long document. i 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
The legislature met at Harrisburg on the 3q inst 
and organized; Benjamin Crispin, of Philadelphia - 
president of the senate, and H. B. Wright, of oa 
zerne, speaker of the house. On the 4th Goy. Por 
ter’s message was communicated. It is of reason. 
ble length. 4 


8 Gov, 
2d inst, 


VIRGINIA. 

Finances. The following statement of the 
resources and liabilities of the state of Virgiy 
copied from the late report of the committee 
nance of the legislature of that state: 
DEBT OF THE STATE. 
Certificates issued for loans, (internal 
improvement, ) 

Balance of appropriations unexpended, 


debt, 
ia ig 
of fj. 


$6,519 499 


(internal improvement, ) 79,749 
Debt created for subscriptions to banks, 450.107 
War debt, 7 per cent., $319 000 ‘* 

= Bes 24,039 
8 ata 343.9 
Total deficiency, 367 15 
57,759,813 
Deduct—held by executive a- = 
gainst internal improvement 

fund, $100,000 
Deduct—state stock held by 

board of public works, 182,316 
Deduct—sinking fund, 63,330 

_—_——— 350,646 





__— 


$7,409,166 
Avai. assets to meet the annual liab’s. of the state: 
Bank stock held by the treasu- 


ry 24,488 shares yielding at 4 

























per cent. annual revenue, 97,952 
Do. held by board of public 
works, 55,208 
284 shares Old James River 
company stock at 30 per 
cent. 8 520 
All other works of internal im- 
provement, 7,108 
Loan to Valley Turnpike com- 
pany secured by personal se- 
curity and lien on the road, 1,500 
Estimated receipts from taxes 
and ordinary sources, 652,500 
Bonus on bankcapitalannually, 49,242 
— 872,030 
Of the publie debt, 
1,365,300 is at 5 percent. 68,265 
$5,300 (* 54° 1,361 
319,000 “ 7 9 22330 
5,699,566 “ 6 n 341,974 
$7,409,166 433,960 
Frofitable expenditure founded 
on the estimates for 1843, 457,000 no ols 









Annual deficiency, $18,930 
LIABILITIES. 
James River and Kanawha company 
bonds, guaranteed by the state, 
Old James River company dividends an- 
nually guaranteed by the state, 6,720 
shares equal to a capital of 








$1,400 000 






112,000 
1,512,000 
1,360,520 
2,872,52 
7,409.16 

aicleniaennts 
Debts and liab. of the commonwealth $10,281,008 
Loan—Banxs. The legislature of Virginia! or 
der to meet deficiencies now existing, or soon _ 
cur, passed an act authorising the treasurer to 
row the sum of $350,000 from the banks. [hat " 
ficer transmitted to the house of delegates on ye 
nesday last the responses of the banks received UP | 
that time. Whilst some of the banks are willing 
lend their proportion, others refused to advance “ 
part of the loan. ‘This renders the passage of — 
law on the subject necessary—the present one 0 
contemplating a curtailment of five per cent 






—* 
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sixty days on the loan. 
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GEORGIA. 

The legislature adjourned sine die on the 27th ult. 
after a session of seven weeks. A law was passed 
horising the specie paying banks of the state to 
issue, bills as low as one dollar. _ . 
Vero. Gov. McDonald put his veto upon the hill 


which was passed by the legislature, for laying off 


the state into districts for the election of representa- 
tives to congress, in conformity to the act of con- 
ress. His veto message has not yet appeared. 

PourticaL. The Savannah Georgian states that at 
meeting of the anti-whig members of the Georgia 
legislature, it was decided to make no nomigation at 

resent, but to leave the matter to a convention to 

held at Baltimore in June next. The meeting, 
however, appointed delegates to attend the National 
Convention for the nomination of a democratic can- 
didate for president. The delegates are Edward J. 
Black, David J. Bailey, of Butt8, Walter T. Colquitt, 
Solomon Cohen, Howell Cobb, Mark A. Cooper, 
Francis H. Cone, John H. Howard, John Lamar, of 
Bibb, and Charles Spalding. I am not very well ac- 
uainted with the sentiments of tho delegates on the 
subject of a nomination, but have generally heard 
that they are strongly Calhoun.” 

Balloting for U. S. Senator. We have heretofore 
announced the election of T. W. Colquitt, as succes- 
sor of Mr. Cuthbert, from the 4th March next. We 
now furnish the ballotings on the occasion. 

Ist 2d 3d 4th 


Colquittt, 118 =127 134 140 
C. J. Jenkins, 114 27 11 109 
A. Iverson, 36 =61il 120 ] 
McAllester, 2 ] 4 
McWhorter, 2 4 
Schley, 1 ] 

Lumpkin, 1 1 ] 
Cone, 3 3 4 
King, 21 
Blank, 6 7 l 1 


Mr. Colquitt having received on the 4th ballot a 
majority of votes, was declared duly elected. He 
is a member of the present house of representatives. 

Tax pic. The bill originally introduced in the 
house for laying an additional tax upon the state, was 
finally lost, upon ascertaining which, says the Geor- 
gia Journal, the governor called upon the treasurer 
for an account of what was in the strong box, and no- 
tified him to pay out no more till further directions. 
Indications were, that unless ways and means were 
voted, his excellency would veto the appropriation 
hill, and thereby leaye even the members themselves 
without pay. The speaker took the floor in favor of 
the tax bill, and notwithstanding the party in majo- 
rity were elected as opponents of the existing tax 
laid by their whig predecessors, of 20 cents, they 
new carry a bill raising that tax to 45 cents, by a 
vote of 32 to 31. 

The resolutions instructing Senator Berrien of the U. 
States Senate to resign, were passed, according to the 
decision of the majority, although only 90 members 
voted on the occasion, the whigs generally refusing 
to vote, assuming that it required 105 votes to con- 
stitute a quorum. 


_---- 


, OHIO. 
' Stare pest. The auditor ofthe state, in a report 
to the legislature, “relative to the liabilities of the 
state of Ohio,” states the amount to be as follows: 
Foreign debt, $12,876,324 11 
Temporary loans, 890,425 86 
Scrip issued to canal& R. Road Com. 772,515 00. 
Domestic debt, 1,383,584 61 
Am’t of surplus revenue from counties, 53,000 86 
Am’t of surplus from auditor of state, 29,200 39 
Domestic bonds, yet outstanding, 321,042 05 
Am’t due turnpike companies on subscrip 621,231 84 
Indebtedness of the public works to the 

sinking fund, rising, 2,000,000 00 





: $1,747,325 12 
To which we add the amount due the 

contractors on the public works, 800,000 00 

Total, $19,947,325 12 


In round numbers, twenty millions of' dallars. the in- 
terest on which, presumed (o,average not less than 
5} per cent., is equal to the sum of $1,100,000! 

From tolls, fines, water rents, turnpike dividends, 

¢., during the past year, the sum of $527,709. 53 

a been received, which 1s applicable to the pay- 
Ment of interest. ‘These revenues will, in future, 
Probably be increased moderately, but a balance of 
Ver $550,000 will remain to be raised by taxation. 








INDIANA. 

Rewer raw. An unsuccessful attempt has been 
made inthe legislature of this state to repeal the 
relief law. ‘Phe senate, by a vote of 36 to 10, de- 
‘lared the repeal inexpedient. 





MISSOURI. | 
Leaistatore. The Jefferson city correspondent | 
of the St. Louis Republican writes under date of 
the 15th inst. ‘A billto abolish imprisonment for 
debt has passed the senate. It in general and sweep- 
ing terms prevents all imprisonment for debt, on 
either mesne or final process. A rogue may easily, 
under it, run off with his pockets full of money, and 
he cannot be stopped; or he may, after judgment, 
live openly in luxury, with his pockets full of mo- 
ney, and put both creditors and officers at defiance. 
Stay laws, redemption laws, relief laws, valuation 
laws, and procrastination laws of all kinds, are the 
orders of the day. The senate and house of repre- 
sentatives are both full of them, and excite great at- 
tention'and debate. They may probably result in a 
virtual and practical suspension of all law for the 
collection of debts.” 
The senate have passed a bill to abolish lotteries, 
and prohibit the sale of lottery tickets in that state. 





FLORIDA. 

Tigertail and Ogliarche, we learn from the Savan- 
nah Republican, with something over 100 Indians of 
their bands, 42 of whom were hearty warriors, found 
themselves rather suddenly transferred from terra 
firma to a steamer, a few days since at Tampa, and 
as suddenly from thence to Horsekey, a picturesque 
isle, from whence they were to sail on the 3d ult. for 
New Orleans, en route for the west. 


PETE PTE SE EEL REIL OT IEE 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


OLAIMS FOR SPOLIATIONS BY FRANCE 
PRIOR TO 1800. The claims of American citizens 
against France assumed by the general government 
are likely to obtain attention in the present session of 
congress. Meetings of the claimants have been held 
during the past few weeks in several of the cities, 
for the purpose of urging their demands and bringing 
that body to the consideration of their long neglected 
wrongs. In the house of representatives, on the 27th 
ult., Mr. Bates presented the followiag memorial in 
relation to them. 


To the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States in congress assembled: 

The undersigned petitioner, an American citizen 
and an inhabitant of Northampton, in the common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, respectfully represents: 

That in the year 1798 he commanded the schooner 
Leander, of New York; that when a few days out 
from that port, bound to Havana, with a cargo of dry 
goods, he was captured by a French privateer and 
carried into Cape Francois, where his vessel and car- 
go were condemned and sold; that in the autumn of 
the same year he commanded the schooner Aurora, 
of Baltimore; that when within a few miles of St. 
Pierre, Martinique, to which port he was bound with 
a cargo of flour, he was captured by two French pri- 
vateers, carried into Guadaloupe, and there his ves- 
sel and cargo were condemned and sold. ‘Phat in 
the year 1799 he commanded the schooner Port Roy- 
al, of Baltimore; that when proceeding on his voyage, 
with a cargo of dry goods bound to St. Thomas, he 
was captured by a French privateer and carried into 
Guadaloupe, where both vessel and cargo were con- 
demned and sold. 

And your petitioner further represents, that he was 
interested in all the aforesaid eargoes to the aggre- 
gate amount of ten thousand dollars prime cost, omit- 
ting all reference to other damages incident to his 
several captures: all which he is prepared to substan- 
tiate by undeniable proof, 


And your petitioner further represents, that in con- 
sequence of these losses and of his bodily infirmities 
—being nearly deprived of sight—he is now, at near- 
ly seventy years of age, and for ten years past has 
been, compelled to seek an asylum in the public poor 
house. 

And your petitioner further represents, that the 
government of the United States received from the 
French government remuneration for the losses of 
which he complains ahout forty years.ago; and, con- 
sequently, that the United States have ever since 
stood indebted to him for the same. 


Wherefore your petitioner respectfully asks your 
honorable body speedily to adopt such measures as 
will secure to him the amount which is justly due 
him from. his own country, so that the shadows of 
adversity and of sorrow may not continue to follow 
him in his descent to the grave. WM. SMITH. 

Poor House, Northampton, Mass., Dec. 18, 1842. 


A meoting of claimants upon the government of 
the United States for French spoliations on Ame- 
rican commerce prior to the year 1800, was held 
at the Exchange in Baltimore, agreeably to pub- 
lic notice, on 5th December; 1842. Robert Gil- 

















mor was appointed chairman of the meeting, and 


Charles F. Mayer, secretary;—and after interchange 
of views, the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted: 

esolved, That notwishstanding the long time which 
has intervened between the origin of these claims and 
this renewed effort to press them upon the attention 
of the country, the claimants present have full reli- 
ance upon the justice of their government; and be- 
lieve that the long delay in the admission of the claims 
has been owing to their not having been brought ful- 
ly under the consideration of congress. 

Resolved, That although the United States would 
have been warranted in waging war against France 
for the recovery of the property of these claimants 
illegally and unjustly seized by the orders or agents 


of the government of France; yet that their claims - 


now rest on the fact that France offered to indemnify 
the sufferers fully by paying for the spoliations in 
question, and that the government refused the indem- 
nity unless coupled with the abrogation of certain 
treaties which had proved onerous to the U. States— 
and the benefit of which abrogation was secured as 
the equivalent of these claims. 


Resolved, That these claimants feel it peculiarly 
hard that while their government has rigidly and 
sternly exacted compensation from all other govern- 
ments upon which the citizens of the U. S. had claims, 
ithas itself been the last to render justice; —thus for it- 
self pursuing a course which in some of the most pow- 
erful nations of the earth it has not tolerated. 

[ Balt. American. 


ene 


COAST SURVEY. 

F. R. Hassier, at present at the head of the coast 
survey of the United States, was born at Aarau, and 
has been now for 40 years, a resident and citizen of 
these states; he was formerly professor and teacher 
of mathematics at the military academy at West 
Point, and of other scientific institutions. As early 
as in Jefferson’s administration he formed a plan for 
the measurement of the extended coast of the 
United States, which design was rendered in the high- 
est degree necessary from the circumstances of the 
weather to which the coast is subjected, and of the 
immense navigation along its length. Its formal pro- 
position, however, remained without being taken up 
in the then existing circumstances of the country, 
and was consequently brought forward for the first 
time in the subsequent administration of Mr. Madi- 
son. Having been commissioned by the general gov- 
ernment, Mr. Hassler proceeded to England in order 
to provide himself with the necessary instruments, 
which were made under his own plan and immediate 
direction. While still at London, the war between 
Great Britain and America commenced. Not only 
was Mr. H. detained as a prisoner of war, but like- 
wise all his excellent and most valuable instru- 
ments were confiscated, and he only succeeded by 
great effort and the favor of those who interceded for 
him, in liberating himself and saving the instruments 
for the state. Having returned, the coast survey 
still remained uncommenced, and he was sent as 
commissioner on the part of the United States to the 
frontier state of Maine, in order to determine and 
lay down, with an engineer on the part of England, 
(Dr. Fiarks, a German also by birth,) the contested 
line between the two governments. After the per- 
formance of this work Mr. Hassler detailed in his 
report to congress that which he considered the true 
line, and maintained that the United States should, 
without delay, take immediate possession of the land 
lying on this side of it; for which expression of opin- 
ion those opposed to him in congress declared him a 
traitor, and as such, wished to have him cashiered, 
which not only was not done, but hts views upon the 
subject were in time adopted by general public opin- 
ion. In 1817, Mr. Hassler again took up his favorite 
scheme, and upon his own means, though very limit- 
ed for such an undertaking, began his measurements 
in New Jersey, where he lait down his base line. — 
For the first time, in 1832, in the administration of 
general Jackson, an appropriation was made by con- 
gress for a survey of the coast, and Mr. Hassler was 
appointed its director. 


Upon the basis of a plan which, with the purpose 
of economy, he had laid before congress, viz. of as- 
signing officers of marine, with their appurtenances, 
to the undertaking, he was discharged; because, as 
alleged, there would be no need of him, if the busi- 
ness could be performed by the officers of the navy. 
The work was entrusted to a detachment of such 
officers, who declared themselves after the lapse of 
a year, to be not in cireumstances to progress far- 
ther with the business. In 1834, two years alter his 
discharge as superintendent of the survey, in which 
interval, as “surveyor of the port of New York,” he 
had established the standard of weights and mea- 
sures for the United States, Hassler was recalled, 
and not only his elaims upon the general government 
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were conceded, but likewise the superintendence | the mutiny than I was at first able to communicate, ining a small piece of paper and writing “pon it with ms 
and patronage of the personnelof the bureau of sur- | to break off at once from the elrbor ate narrative im} his pencil, and occasionally Anging lelaxation j, a The i 
vey almost unlimitedly entrusted toliim. . From that | which I was engaged and confine myself to 4 state- | working with a penkuife al se tall of 8 deyilfish rs ie 
to the present time the eastern coast from Rhode | ment of the principal occurrences. one of Which he had formed into & Silgding ring for his his basen 
Isiand ow to the Chesapeake bay, with ali its rivers, { will therefore simply premise that, after having | cravat. , aa re 

o currents, bays, harbors, projections, &c. forming an | made the Azores, and touched at Madeira, being thus] Lieut. Gansevoort also made an excuse of duty to po AA 

* extent of about 35,000 square miles, has been sur- | far diverted from my course by constantly opposing follow him to the foretop, where he found him ep. recognize 
veyed partly on land and partly on water, with num- | winds, I proceeded in fulfilment of your orders of the | gaged in having some love device tattooed on his arm this free 
berless soundings. The trigonometrical points, veri- | 7th and 9th of Sept. last, to Teneriffe and Port Praya, | by Benjamin F. Green, ordinary seaman, and ap. ence and 
fied in part by astronomic observations, have been | and not finding the U. 8. ship Vandalia there, contin-| prentice. Lieut. Gansevoort also learned that he es of an 
calculated and defined with unsurpassed accuracy, | ued onward to Liberia: I there understood, as a mat-| had been endeavoring for some days to ascertain the that he W 
and the whole work conducted with a circumspection | ter of common report, that she had sailed on the 5th | rate of the chronometer, by applying to Mid. Rodg. honorable 
and superintendence that have elicited the admiration | of October from Cape Palmas for the United States. | ers to whom it was unknown, and who referred him ed individ 
and farther hopes of even the most eminent men of | The orders under which I was acting supposed the | to the master. He had been seen in secret and night. wish, how 
science in all parts of Europe. The new channel Vandalia to be still on the station; at all events, the ly conferences with boatswain’s mate, S. Cromwell, in any sh 
into the bay of New York, which so much facilitates | despatches with which I was charged could be of no| and seaman Elisha Small. I also heard that he had these acec 
access to that harbor, and has become of incalcula- | value at home. I therefore placed them in the hands given money to several of the crew; to Elisha Small of getting 
ble service to the navigation of the states, was con-|of Dr. J. S. Day, the U. S. Agent, whose receipt for | on the twelfth of September, the day before our de- the eve 0! 
ceived by Mr. Hassler through his zealous observa-| them I have the honor to enclose, and having thus} parture from New York; the same day on which in with me b 
tions of the currents, and finally developed by the | reached the appointed limit of my orders, sailed on reply to commodore Perry’s injunctions to reforma- ed the ves 
sounding officers under his orders, Another chan-| 11th November for the United States by way of St.jtion; he had made the most solemn promises of 9. occupy 2 § 
nel was discovered also in Delaware bay. Thomas; where prudence and a just regard for the mendment; to Samuel Cromwell on the passage to Thad hear 

Mr. Hassler is a man of already over 70 years, | health and comfort of my crew, required that I should Madeira; that he had been in the habit of distribut. ' ingness to 
but nevertheless engages with zeal in all the hard-|stop to obtain a supply of bread, water and refresh- ing tobacco eawneivels among the apprentices, in Grampus. 
ships of an exposed life, and of faithful performance | ments. defiance of the orders of the navy department, and I direct 
of the duties cf his office. As superintendent of the| On Satarday the 26th of November, lieutenant G. | of my own often reiterated; that he had corrupted he would 
regulation of weights and measures, his exact and | Gansevoort came into the cabin and informed me|the ward room steward, caused him to steal brandy (there was 
nicely elaborated works elicit general admiration | that a conspiracy existed on board of the brig to cap- | from the ward room mess, which he, Mr. Spencer, partment), 
Of the distinguished and genial features of his ex-| ture her, murder the commander, the officers and | had drunk himself, occasionally getting drunk when the applic 
cellent character I will not speak; and yet, will it be | most of the crew, and convert her into a pirate; and | removed from observation, and had also administer. it should | 
believed notwithstanding them, that this man has | that acting midshipman Philip Spencer was at the} ed to several of the crew*; that, finally, he was in the young 
been arraigned before congress and personally in-| head of it. He stated that Mr. H. M. Heiskill, the the habit of amusing the crew by making music taching Mi 
sulted by Mr. Cushing, a representative from Massa- purser, had just informed him that Mr. J. W. Wales, with his jaw. He had the faculty of throwing his man Henr 
chusetts, in presence of a committee of examina- | his steward, had approached him as if to converse on | jaw out of joint, and by contact of the bones, play- could not ¢ 
tion from the house of representatives? Ne.suéor | their joint duty, and revealed to him, for the purpose | ing with accuracy and elegance a variety of airs, whom I k 
ultra crepidam. In conclusion it may be observed, |of its being communicated to the commander, the | Servile in his intercourse with me, when among the man; a yo 
that Mr. Hassler receives indeed the well merited | following information. crew he loaded me with blasphemous vituperation, profession 
salary of $6000, but is a foreigner,—cireumstances| The night previous, being that of the 25th Novem-|and proclaimed that it would be a pleasing task to ssea ei 
which fully explain the chicanery and intrigue to | ber, between the hours of six and eight o’clock, he | roll me overboard off the round house. He had round the 
which he has been constantly subjected. The invi- | had been accosted by Spencer, and invited by him to | sometime before drawn a brig with a black flag, and had no locl 
tations of foreign governments, Mr. Hassler has ever | get up on the booms, as he had something of impor- | asked one of the midshipmen what Ire thought of i; during the 
rejected, from his devotion to the great work he has | tance to communicate. When on the booms, Mr. | he had repeatedly asserted in the early part of the stools, the | 
undertaken in this. Spencer addressed him as follows: “Do you fear cruise, that the brig might easily be taken; he had They have 
Harrisburg Deutsche of July 1st. | death? Do you fear a dead man? Are you afraid to| quite recently examined the hand of midshipman outa mur 
killa man?” Mr. Wales thus accosted, and having Rodgers, told his fortune and predicted for hima most satisf; 
a moancrnantmrax..©. this curiosity excited, with admirable coolness induc- speedy and violent death. t adedianl 
CREA TIAL ed ne men fa, go He _ (oe the oath of secre-| “ phese various circumstances induced me to look vind. tee 
A Na Phe oh a a iat that back and recal] all that [bad heard ofand observed in cruize. J 
GEN. GAINES. We Jearn from the pemees Mr. Spencer then informed him that he was lea- ie paneer. When he reported himself to me for other mids 
(Tenn. ) Eoquirer inet re Seo} Edmund £ efmapton gued with about twenty of the cfew, to get posses- duty at New York about the 20th of August, Lat frequently 
Gelnes, having been pepemaies in Pennsylvania for | sion of the vessel, murder the commander and officers, | once gave him my hand and welcomed him on board duty; I had 
the presidency of the United States, several of his | (noose from among those of the crew who were wil- . } 





Isubsequently heard that he had quite 
recently been dismissed with disgrace from the Bra 
_zilian squadron, and compelled to resign for drunk- 
enness and scandalons conduct. This fact made me 
very desirous of his removal from the vessel, chiefly 
on account of the young men who were to mess wilh 
and be associated with him, the rather that twoal 


' ; | the Somers. 
| ling to join him, such as would be useful, and mur-'! 


der the rest, and commence pirating. He mentioned 


had been s 

I had ob: 
with the of 
with the er 
passing jok 
hever seen 
of the eye. 

These vy: 
been revea’ 
once of hi: 
allowing M 
him that « 
more of his 


old personal friends and neighbors at Memphis took 
occasion to address him a letter, the object of which 
was to obtz2in his views upon the various questions all the details of the plan as you will find it in the 
of national policy which agitate the Union, and also istatement of Mr. Wales, and which was well suited 
some expression as to whether the demonstration in|, the attainment of his object; involving much better 
his favor methis sanction. His response is publish- | tions of seamanship than he was himse!f capable of 
ed; in which the general unequivocally withdraws nis | forming, Ab.cne of the. inducements to her capture 
name from the list of aspirants to the chief magis- |). stated that a box containing wine of rare value, 
tracy. H ‘ brought off with much care at Madeira, as a present 

Nomination or M. Van Buren AnD R. M. Joun-| from J, H. Burden, esq. U. S. vice consul at Funchal, | 
son, for president and vice-president. The anti-whig | +. e9mmodore J. B. Nicholson, contained money or 
members of the legislature of Missouri have held a} treasure to a large amount. It was his object to car- 
meeting and nommated Martin Van Buren, for the 











*Note—The following statement is due to the ward 
room officers of the Somers. When the vessel was 
first equipped, 1 told the first lieutenant that it was my 
wish that no wiue, and of course no spirituous liquors, 


} : ce ae and - ; ceo ave 9s a reaso! 
should be used in the Steerage mess. I gave as a reason 


A : . 6 ° ] 
. eae : : ~ ‘ . " , ic vesseis 
- ; ry the vessel to the Isle of Pines, where one of his | that the obligations of nee? in ~~ congo eee them. If | 
presidency, and col. Richard ee for the scat associates who had been in the business before, had | fell altogether nih the cabin gs ie they would ready know 
y “plo +Y : ‘Pp : 8 . r » CL > my 01 { ‘e ue 7. 
presidency as their preference. They also recomment friends; to attack no vessel that he was not sure to | the midshipmen became ward roo 


my clerk, ¢ 
shipman ar 
quarter dec 


that a national convention be held at Baltimore on 
the 3d Monday of November, 1843, to which they 
have named delegates and pledge themselves to abide 


have their full share of its duty. ‘This hint, ope 
nied byno word of compulsion, had its eilect, ay . 
never had occasion to give any order on the subject, 


capture, to destroy every vestige of the captured 
vessels; after having removed what was useful, select 
such of the female passengers as were suitable, and 







































by the nomination of said convention. 
Joun TYLER. 


which the paper was originally issued. 


His successors issue the paper now with the fol- 
lowing standing head: For president, John 'Tyler, of 
For vice president, William C. Bouck, of 
New York. Subject to the decision of a democratic 


Virginia. 


national eonvention. 


Major Noah, editor of the N. York 
‘-Union,” has transferred that paper.into other hands | 
—stating, however that his withdrawal will not pre- 
vent him from devoting all the time he.can spare 
from other avocations to furthering the objects for 





AFFAIR OF THE SOMERS, 








TO THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
U. 8. brig Somers, N. York, Dec. 19, 1842. 


Sim: Since my communication to you of the 14th 
inst. on which day I arrived here with the vessel un- 
der my command, { have been engaged in preparing 
a narrative of the cruise of the Somers, which should 
embrace all the facts that might in any way illustrate 
the late mutiny on board of her; but | have been sub- 
jected toso many interruptions, from which it was 
the less easy 10 escape as they grew out of the sym- 
pathy and solieztude of real friends, and the narra- 
tive grew so interminably as I advanced, that I have 
deemed it due to the anxiety of the navy department 
to receive a more detailed statement of the facts of 


OFFICIAL REPORT OF CAPT. MACKENZIE 


after they had used them sufliciently, to dispose of 
ithem. Mr. Spencer also stated that he had the writ- 
ten plan of his project in the back of his cravat 
which he would show to Mr. Wales in the morning. 
After which, they separated with terrible threats on 
the part of Mr. Spencer of instant death of Mr. 
Wales, from himself or his accomplices, should Mr. 
Wales utter one word of what had passed. 

Such was the purport of the information laid before 
me by lieut. Gansevoort, and although he was eyvi- 
dently impressed with the reality of the project, yet 
it seemed to me so monstrous, so improbable, that ] 
could not forbear treating it with ridicule. I was 
under the impression that Mr. Spencer had been rea- 
ding piratical stories, and had amused himself with 
Mr. Wales. Still, I felt that this was joking on an 
improper theme and determined to notice it hereaf- 
ter, Lalso considered that duty required me to be 
on my guard, lest there should be a shadow of reali- 
ty in this project, and J directed the Jst lieutenant to 
watch Mr. Spencer narrowly, without seeming’so to 
do. In the course of the day, lieut. Gansevoort in- 
formed me that Mr. Spencer had been in the ward 
room examining a chart of the West Indies, and had 
asked the assistant surgeon some questions about 
the Isle of Pines, and the latter had informed him 
that it was a place much frequented by pigptes, and 
drily asked if he had any, acquaintances there,— 
He passed the day rather sullenly in one corner of the 
steerage, as was his usual custom, engaged in exam- 








which I was at any time ready to do had it been neces 
sary. Jn the ward room the officers of course had theit 
wine. 1 knew what had been the views on that sob- 
ject of my friends, commanders Pendergast and 
Pont, on board the Ohio, and what had been thei aed 
tice with regard to the total! exclusion of nlp el 
quors from the ward room of that ship. 1 knew that 
lieut. Gansevoort’s views were identica! on all subjects 
with those of his two distinguished messmates — 
named, and I did not, therefore, inte fere with rent 7 
the ward room, and if 1 had done ic at all, it would have 
been with extreme caution, and only in the win 
friendly advice. It now appears that when order is 
the coast of Africa, some brandy was ordered me 
ward room mess to be used medicinally, in consequt o 
of advice given by the assistant surgeon Ol the Soin 
and the assistant surgeon of the Grainpus, who “ 
time had relieved Dr. Lecock on board the ye 
They had been recently on the coast of Africa, an a 
sidered brandy as salutary in preventing the mag 
Malaria. By accident, as it was thought at the — 
but subsequent developments would rather go 0 kes 
by design, the ward room steward contrived 1 vaya 
mistake, and the supply of brandy was ordereé 7 red 10 
different grocers, thus douoling the quanuty inten the 
be taken. We were not exposed to the influence © a 
Malaria, none of the brandy was used in the me pp 
all of it is sull on board except what was sto/en + ’ 
steward at the request of Mr. Spencer, and pe .. 
him and those he endeavored to corrupt. It a owt 
the ward room officers that thus much should be “ie , 
to save them fram being prejudiced in the pooet 
thuse who hold,as I do, that the drinking of »! 





is even more to be dreaded than Malaria. 
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them were connected with me by blood and two by 
fiance, and the four entrusted to my special care. 
The circumstance of Mr. Spencer’s being the son 
of a figh officer of the government, by enhancing 
his baseness in my estimation, made me more desi- 
rous to be rid of him. Of this point I beg that J 
may not be misunderstood. I revere authority. I 
recognize, in the exercise of its higher functions in 
this free country, the evidences of genius. intelli- 
ence and virtue; but Ihave no respect for the base 
son of an honored father: on the contrary, I consider 
that he who, by misconduct sullies the lustre of an 
honorable name, is more culpable than the unfriend- 
ed individual whose disgrace falls only on himself. I 
wish, however, to have nothing to do with baseness 
in any shape; the navy is not the place for it. On 
these accounts I readily sought the first opportunity 
of getting rid of Mr. Spencer, When we were on 
the eve of sailing, two midshipmen who had been 
with me before, and in whom I had confidence, join- 
ed the vessel. ‘This carried to seven, the number to 
occupy a space capable of accommodating only five. 
[had heard that Mr. Spencer had expressed a will- 


Gram pus. : . 

[ directed lieut. Gansevoort to say to him that if 
he would apply to commodore Perry to detach him 
(there was no time to communicate with the navy de- 
artment), I would second the application. He made 
the application; I seconded it, earnestly urging that 
it should be granted on the score of the comfort of 
the young Officers. ‘The commodore declined de- 
taching Mr. Spencer, but offered to detach midship- 
man Henry Rodgers, who had been last ordered. I 
could not consent to part with midshipman Rodgers, 
whom I knew to be a seaman, an officer, a gentle- 
man; a young man of high attainments within his 
profession and beyond it. ‘The #omers sailed with 
seven in her steerage. They could not all sit together 
round the table. The two oldest and most useful 
had no lockers to put their clothes in, and have slept 
during the cruise on the steerage deck, the camp- 
stools, the booms, in the tops, or in the quarter boats. 
They have submitted to these inconveniences with- 
outa murmur, and performed their duty to my ut- 
most satisfaction. 


I recurred to this recollection; I endeavored to re- 
view the conduct of Mr. Spencer throughout the 
cruize. J had treated Mr. Spencer precisely like the 
other midshipmen. Perhaps I reproved him less 
frequently than the others for slight deviations from 
duty; I had little hope of essentially serving one who 
had been so great an enemy to himself. 

I had observed that he had very little intercourse 
with the officers; that he was exceedingly intimate 





with the crew. I had noticed the interchange of a 
passing joke as individuals passed by him, a smile! 
hever seen but on such occasions, a strange flashing | 
of the eye. | 

These various recollections, added to what had | 
been revealed to me, determined me to make sure at | 
once of his person, though I had before meditated | 
allowing Mr. Wales to have another interview with | 
him that evening, for the purpose of ascertaining | 
more of his plans as had been agreed upon between | 
them. If he was really in earnest, enough was al-| 
ready known. At evening quarters I ordered through | 
my clerk, O. H. Perry, doing the duty also of mid- 


shipman and aid, all the officers to Jay aft on the) tered was repugnant to his nature, though the love | 


ee eee — 





Mr. Spencer and put him in double irons.” Mr. 
Gansevoort stepped forward and took his sword; he 
was ordered to sit down in the stern port, double 
ironed, and as an additional security, handcuffed. I 
directed lieut. Gansevoort to watch over his security, 
to order him to be put to instant death if he was de- 
tected speaking to, or hoiding intelligence in any 
way, with any of the crew. He was himself made 
aware of the nature of these orders. JI also directed 
lieut. Gansevoort to see that he had every comfort 
which his safe keeping would admit of. In confiding 
this task to Jieut. Gansevoort, his kindness and hu- 
manity gave me the assurance that it would be zeal- 
ously attended to; and throughout the period of Mr. 
Spencer’s confinement, lieut. Gansevoort, whilst 
watching his person with an eagle eye, and ready at 
any moment to take his life should he forfeit that 
condition of silence on which his safety depended, 
attended to all his wants, covered him with his own 
grego whien squalls of rain were passing over, and 
ministered in every way to his comfort with the ten- 
derness of a woman. 

Mr. Spencer being confined, the officers were re- 
manded to their quarters, the crew and battery in- 
spected, the ordinary reports made to the first lieu- 
tenant, and by him to me, and the retreat beaten.— 
That night the officers of the watch were armed with 
cutlasses and pistols, and the rounds of both decks 
made frequently to sce that the crew were in their 
hammocks, and that there were no suspicious collec- 
tions of individuals about the decks. On searching 
the locker of Mr. Spencer, a small razor case was 
found, which he had recently drawn, with a razor in 
it, from the purser. Instead of the razor, the case 
was found to contain a small paper, rolled in ano- 
ther; on the inner one were strange characters, which 
proved to be Greek, with which Mr. Spencer was 
familiar. It fortunately happened that there was 
another midshipman on board the Somers who knew 
Greek—one whose Greek, and every thing else that 
he possessed, was wholly devoted to his country.— 
The Greek characters, converted by midshipman 
Henry Rogers into our own, exhibited well known 
names among the crew. The certain—the doubt- 
ful—those who were to be kept whether they would 
or not—arranged in separate rows; those who were 
to do the work of murder in the various apartments, 
to take the wheel, to open the arm-chests. 

The following day being Sunday, the crew were 
inspected at quarters, 10 o’clock. I took my sta- 
tion abaft with the intention of particularly observ- 
ing Cromwell and Small. The third, or master’s 
division, to which they both belonged, always mus- 
tered at morning quarters upon the after part of the 
quarter deck, in continuation of the line formed by 
the crews of the guns. The persons of both were 
faultlessly clean. ‘They were determined that, their 
appearance in this respect should provoke no reproof. 
Cromwell stood up to his full stature, his muscles 
braced, his battle axe grasped resolutely, his cheek 
pale, but his eye fixed as if indifferently at the other 
side. Hehadadetermined and dangerous air. Small 
made a very dillerent figure. [lis appearance was 
ghastly; he shifted his weight from side to side, and 
his battle axe passed from one hand to the other; his 
eye wandered irresolutely but never towards mine. 
I attributed his conduct to fear; L have since been led 
to believe that the business upon which he had en- 


confusion. 
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quarter deck, excepting the midshipman stationed on| of money and of rum had been too strong for his | 


the forecastle. 

The master was ordered to take the wheel, and 
those of the crew stationed abaft sent to the main 
hast. J approached Mr. Spencer and said to him, 
“llearn, Mr. Spencer, that you aspire to the com- 
mand of the Somers.”? With a deferential, but un- 
moved and gently smiling expression, he replied, 
“Oh no, sir.” “Did you not tell Mr. Wales, sir, that 
you had a project to kill the commander, the officers, 
and a considerable portion of the crew of this vessel, 
and to convert her into a pirate?” “I may have told 
him so, sir, but it was in a joke.” ‘You admit then 
that you told him so?” “Yes, sir, but in joke!” 
“This, sir, is joking on a forbidden subject—this 
joke may cost you your life! Be pleased to remove 
your neckhandkerchief.”” It was removed and open- 
ed, but nothing was found in it. I asked him what 
¢had done with a paper. containing an account of 
is project which he had told Mr. Wales was in the 
ack of his neckhandkerchief. “It isa paper con- 
laining my day’s work; and I have destroyed it.” “It 
8a singular place to keep day’s works in.” “Itisa 
Convenient one,’ he replied, with an air of defer- 
‘ice and blandness. 

Said to him, “You must have been -aware that 
YoU could only have compassed your designs by pass- 
ng over my dead body, and after that the bodies of 
Wi the officers. You had given yourself a great deal 
ldo, Jt will be necessary for me to confine you.” 

lurned to Jieutenant Gansevoort and said, “Arrest 





fidelity. 

After quarters the church was rigged. The crew 
mustered up with their prayer-books, and took their 
seats without waiting for all hands to be called; and 
considerably before five bells, or half-past 10, the 
usual time of divine service, the first lieutenant re- 


ported all hands ready, and asked me if he should | 


call to muster. I told him to wait for the -accus- 
tomed hour. Five bells were at length struck and 
all hands ealled to muster. 


monly audible. 
ined very carefully the countenances of the crew, 
without discovering anything that gave me distrust. 


in the afternoon, the wind having moderated, sky-| casioned by his desire to relieve himsel 
in going} cion. 


sails and royal studding sails were set. 


The crew were unus- | 
ually attentive, and the responses more than com- | 
The muster succeeded, and I exam- | 
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larboard gangways where he should have fallen. For 
a minute i was in intense agony: in the next I saw 


the shadow of the boy through the topgallant sail, rise” 


ing rapidly toward the topgallant yard, which still res 
mained at the mast head. Presently he rose to view, 
descended on the after side to the topgallant mast cap, 
and began to examine with coolness to see what was 
first to be done to clear the wreck. I did not dream 
at the time that the carrying away of this mast was 
the work of treachery;—but I knew that it was an 
occasion of this sort, the loss of a boy overboard, or 
an accident to a spar, creating confusion and inter- 
rupting the regularity of duty, which was likely to 
be taken advantage of by the conspirators were they 
still bent on the prosecution of their enterprize. The 
greatest pains were, therefore, taken to prevent all 
The first lieutenant took the deck; every- 
thing connected with the wreck was sent down from 
aloft;—the rigging unrove and coiled down, sails bent 
afresh to the yards, the spare top-gallant mast got 
out, scraped, and slushed, and the fid-hole cut, every 
one employed, and everything madé to go on with 
undeviating regularity. 

To my astonishment all those who were most con- 
spicuously named in the programme of Mr. Spencer, 
no matter in what part of the vessel they might be 
stationed, mustered at the main-top mast-head,— 
whether animated by some new-born zeal in the ser- 
vice of their country, or collected there for the pur- 
pose of conspiring, it was not easy to decide.— 
The coincidence corfirmed the existence of a dan- 
gerous conspiracy, suspended yet perhaps not aban- 
doned. The eye of Mr. Spencer travelled pérpetu- 
ally to the mast-head, and cast thither many of those 
strange and stealthy glances which I had heretofore 
noticed. The wreck being cleared, supper was piped 
before sending up the new mast. After supper the 
same persons mustered again at the mfast-head, and 
the top gallant-mast was fidded, the light yards cros- 
sed, and the sails set. By this time it was dark, and 
quarters had been unavoidably dispensed with. Still 
I thought under the circumstances that it was scarce- 
ly safe to leave Cromwell at large during the night. 
The night was the season of danger. After consul- 
ting lieut. Gansevoort, I determined tw arrest Crom- 
well the moment he reached the deck. An officer 
was sent to leeward to guard the Jee rigging, and the 
main-stays were also thought of, though not watched 
as his voice was heard in the top and descending the 
rigging. J met him at the foot of the Jacob’s ladder, 
surrounded by the officers, guided him aft on the 
quarter-deck and caused him to sit down. 


On questioning him as to a secret conversation he 
had held the night before, with Mr. Spencer, he de- 
nied its being him, and said “It was not me, sir, it 
was Small.”? Cromwell was the tallest man on board, 
Small the shortest. Cromwell was immediately 1ron- 
ed, and Small, thus pointed out by an associate to in- 
creased suspicion, was also sent for, interrogated and 
ironed. Increased vigilance was now enjoined upon 
all the officers. Henceforward all were perpetually 
armed. Either myself or the first Jieutenant was al- 
ways on deck, and generally both of us were. 

On the morning of the following day, being Mon- 
day the 28th Nov. two crimes of considerable mag- 
nitude appeared on the master of arms’ report of 
prisoners. ¢ Chas. Lambert, apprentice, had been 
guilty of theft in stealing sinnet for a hat from Ward 
M. Gagely; and Henry Waltham, the ward room 
steward, had stolen brandy from the ward room mess 
and given it to Mr. Spencer. These were vile offences 
—the present was not the time to bring the discipline 
of the vessel to a stand, and the prisoners were pun- 
ished to the extent of the law. 

Waltham whilst in irons had the night before told 
Daniel McKinley, who had access to the ward room 
as tot boy, where three bottles of wine could be 
found; his object being no doubt to furnish the means 
of excitement to the conspirators, to induce them to 
rise, release Waltham, and get possession of the ves- 
se]. McKinley, was drawn in the programme as 
certain, and as stationed at the arm chest. He re- 
ported Waltham to the first lieut.; an extraordinary 
denunciation under the ies marae sone whic oc- 

from suspi- 
Waltham having thus in contempt of disci- 


large I had always been very particular to have no| pline, committed a second offence whilst in-confine- 

strain upon the light braces leading forward, as the | ment, was remanded into irons to be subjected to a 
. . ? i . . 

tendency of such a strain was to carry away the| second punishment on the following day. 


lght yards and masts. Whilst Ward M. Gagely, one 


The punishment being over, I thought this a fit op- 


of the best and most skilful of our apprentices, was | portunity to endeavor to make some impression on 


yet on the main royal yard, after setting the main! the crew. 


The number of them actually engaged in 


skysail, a sudden jirk of the weather main royal | the conspiracy might not be great; that it was known 
brace given by Small and another, whose name I! to a majority of them I had reason to’ believe: in 
have not discovered, carried the top gallant mast} general they might he considered disaffected, and dis- 
away in the sheeve hole, sending forward the royal! posed on all occasions to hold back and resist the 
mast with royal skysail, royal studding sail, main top| discipline of the ship. 

gallant staysail, and the head of the gaff topsail.— | 


Gagely was on the royal yard. 


I scarcely dared to look on the booms or in the; was now disclosed. 


The mysterious agency that had been at work since 
our departure from New York to corrupt the crew 
I commenced by explaining to 
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them the general nature of the project of Mr. Spen- 
cer, studiously avoiding to excite any suspicion that 
1 was in possession of the names of those who were 
implicated. I was willing in fact that the worst of 
them should repent and hide themselves among the 
well di d portion of the crew. 1 took care to 
inform them that the majority of them, whatever 
might be their inclinations, were toshare the fate of 
the officers. I endeavored to divert the minds of the 
slightly disaffected from the pictures of successful 
vice which Mr. Spencer had presented to them; I 
alluded to the circumstances of most of the crew, 
unlike crews in general, having ties of kindred to ren- 
der life dear to them, and expressed the hope that 
within three weeks we should be again among our 
friends: I thanked God that we had friends to follow 
us with solicitude and affection, for to have friends 
and not to be unworthy of them was the best guar- 
antee that could be given for truth and fidelity. 

The effect of this upon the crew was various: it 
filled many with horror at the idea of what they had 
escaped from, it inspired others with terror at danger 
awaiting them from their connection with the con- 
spiracy. The thoughts of returning to that home 
and those friends from whom it had been intended to 
cut them off forever,caused many of them to weep. 
I now considered the crew tranquilized and the vessel 
safe. Having noticed Mr. Spencer to hold intelli- 
gence with the crew, I directed that all the prisoners 
should be turned with their faces aft. I also direct- 
ed that no tobacco should be furnished them, after 
the supply they had on their persons when confined 
should be exhausted. They earnestly begged to be al- 
lowed tobacco. 


I told the first lieutenant to say that Mr. Spencer 
should have all that the mess afforded, and his mess- 
mates in fact already took care of that, that the sea- 
men should have their ration, as it was allowea by 
the government, that every thing should be supplied 
to them that was necessary to their health and com- 
fort; but that tobacco was only a stimulant, and I 
wished them to tranquilize their minds and remain 
free from excitement. The day after Mr. Spencer’s to- 
bacco was stopped his spirits gave way entirely. He 
remained the whole day with his face buried in the 
grego, and when it was fora moment raised it was 
bathed in tears. He was touched by the gentle and 
untiring attentions of lieut. Gansevoort. He told 
him that he was in no state at that time to speak of 
anything—when he felt more composed he would tell 
him all. He would answer any question that the 
commander might desire to put to him, 

On Tuesday the 29th November, immediately after 
quarters, all hands were again called to witness pun- 
ishment, and Henry Waltham again punished to the 
extent of the law, for offering the three bottles of 
wine to Daniel McKinley. I again spoke to the crew 
urging them to conform to the discipline of the ves- 
sel. The orders were all known, and of easy obser- 
vance. I mentioned that every punishment inflicted 
on board of the vessel must be known to the secreta- 
ry of the navy, and that the less punishment there 
was, the more creditable it would be to the comman- 
der and crew. 

But the whole crew was far from being tranquiliz- 
ed. The most seriously implicated began once more 
to collect in knots during the night. Seditious words 
were heard through the vessel, and an insolent and 
menacing air assumed by many. Some of the petty 
officers had been sounded by the first lieutenant, and 
found to be true to their colors. They were under 
the impression that the vessel was far from safe; 
that there were still many at liberty who ought to be 
confined; and that an outbreak having for its object 


the rescue of the prisoners, was seriously contem-. 


plated. 

Various intelligence was from time to time obtain 
ed of conference among the disaffected. 
not before supposed to be very deeply implicated, 


were now found in close association with those who 


were. Several times during the night there were 


symptoms of an intention to strike some blow. 


Individuals 


Mr. 
Wales detected Charles A. Wilson attempting to 
draw out a handspike from under the launch, with 








I heard Green give as an excuse for missing his 
muster that he was on deck, but could not go aft for 
want of room. I immediately went forward, reject- 
ed his excuse with some explanation of impatience, 
and ordered him to take the lookout forward for 
four hours, directing the midshipman of the fore- 
castle to watch him closely; the others who had 
missed their muster were similarly distributed. At 4 
o’clock others of the implicated also missed their 
muster. I could not contemplate this growth of disaf- 
fection without serious uneasiness. Where was this 
thing to end? Each new arrest of prisoners seemed 
to bring a fresh set of conspirators forward to occupy 
the first place. 

With fine weather and bright nights there was al- 
ready a disposition to make an attack and rescue the 
prisoners. When bad weather should call off the 
attention of the officers, when the well disposed por- 
tion of the crew should be occupied in shortening 
sail, and utter darkness should withdraw every 
thing from view, how great the probability of a 
rescue. If the ‘most deeply implicated were iron- 
ed, would all the dangerous be in custody? What 
sympathy might not be excited by the sufferings of 
the prisoners? These grave considerations, the deep 
sense I had of the solemn obligation I was under to 
protect and defend the vessel that had been entrust- 
ed to me, and the lives of her officers and crew, the 
seas traversed by our peaceful merchantmen, and 
the unarmed of all nations using the highway of the 
seas, from the horrors which the conspirators had 
meditated, and above all, to guard from violence the 
sanctity of the American flag displayed from the mast 
head of one of its cruisers, all impressed upon me 
the absolute necessity, of adopting immediately some 
further measures for the security of the vessel. 


Hitherto I had consulted the first lieutenant only, 
and had been justified in every thing I had done by 
finding his opinion identical with my own. In so 
grave a case, however, I was desirous of having the 
opinion of all the officers, and was particularly anx- 
ious that no shadow of doubt should remain as to the 
guilt of either of the prisoners, should their execution 
be. deemed necessary. Under these circumstances I 
addressed the following circular to all the officers on 
board, except the acting midshipmen. Though they 
had done men’s duty in the late transactions, they 
were still boys. Their opinion could add but little 
force to that of the older officers; it would have been 
hard at their early age to call upon them to say whe- 
ther three of their fellow creatures should live or die. 
U. S. Brig Somers, 30th Nov., 1842. 

Gentlemen: The time has arrived when I am de- 
sirous of availing myself of your counsel, in the re- 
sponsible position in which, as commander of this 
vessel, I find myself placed. You are aware of the 
circumstances which have resulted in the confine- 
ment of midshipman P. Spencer, boatswain’s mate 
S. Cromwell, and seaman E. Small, as prisoners: and 
ceeporly abstain from entering into any detail of 
them. 
Necessarily ignorant of the exact extent of disaf- 
fection among the crew which has been so long, so 
systematically, and so assiduously tampered with, by 
an officer; knowing that suspicions of the gravest na- 
ture attach to persons still at large, and when the 
difficulty of taking care of the prisoners we already 
have, makes me more reluctant than I should other- 
wise be to apprehend, I haye determined to address 
myself to vou, and to ask your united counsel as to 
the best course to be pursued; and I call upon you to 
take into deliberate and dispassionate consideration 
the present condition of the vessel, and the contia- 
gencies of every nature that the future may embrace, 


me with your opinion as to the best course to be 
pursued. 1] am, very respectfully, gentlemen, your 
most obedient, 
Avex. Siipet, Mackenzie, commander. 
Lieut. Guert Gansevoort; passed assistant surgeon 
R. W. Leecock; purser H. M. Heiskell; acting 
master M. C. Perry; midshipman H Rodgers; mid. 
Egbert Thompson; midshipman Charles W. Hayes. 
After I had written the letter to the officers, but 





an evident purpose of felling him; and when Mr. 
Wales cocked his pistol and approached, he could! morning, 30thof November, had arrived, and with 
only offer some lame excuse for his presence there.| it the customary morning quarters. 
I felt more anxious than I had yet done, and remain-| failed to get up an outbreak in the night, and finding 


ed continually on deck. 


At 12 o’clock, when the watch was called and mus- 


cated, missed their muster. 


jence. 


before 1 had sent it, nine o’clock of Wednesday 


himself narrowly watched, feeling indeed that he 


throughout the remainder of the cruise, and enlighten’ 


Wilson having 


could no longer be left at liberty,—came forward 
tered, McKinley, Green, and others seriously impli- | with some lame and absurd confession, and the re- 
That they should have | quest that he should not be ironed. 
been asleep all that night was not likely; that they | told him that if he would make a real confession, he 
should have missed their muster on that particular; should not be molested; and that it was only an in- 
occasion, having never done so before, otherwise! sult to offer me such a lame story as that which had 
than intentionally, was impossible. ‘Those who miss-; been already reported to me by lieut. Gansevoort. 
ed their muster had all some lame excuse. There} Nothing more could be got from him, and at quar- 
was probably an agreement to meet round the of-; ters he was ironed. In his sail bag was found an“Afri- 
ficer of the deck, and commence some act of.vio-| can knife, of an extraordinary shape, short and gra- 


I immediately 





——. 


it was of no use for any honest purpose; it was fj 
only to kill. It had been secretly sharpened, by-hig 
own confession, the day before, with a file, to a per- 
fect edge. He had begun also to sharpen his battle 
axe, with the same assistant. One part of it he had 
brought to an edge; the sharpening of battle axes had 
never been allowed or practised on board the So- 
mers. 

McKinley also, down among the certain, and be. 
yond a doubt correctly, was now arrested. Hitherto 
he had kept at large by his ‘admirable steadiness and 
command of countenance. He in fact is the indivi. 
dual who, if the mutiny had been successful, would 
have made way with all his competitors and risen to 
the command. Remembering Green’s demeanor 
during the past night I sent for him, interrogated 
him, and ironed him. Alexander McKee, who was 
to have taken the wheel, and who was entirely in 
the confidence of Cromwell, was also ironed. 

These individuals were made to sit down as the 
were taken, and when they were ironed I walked de. 
liberately round the battery, followed by the first 
lieutenant, and we made together a very careful in- 
spection of the crew. ‘Those who, though known to 
be very guilty, were considered to be the least dan- 
gerous, were called outand interrogated: care was 
taken not to awaken the suspicions of such as from 
courage and energy were really formidable, unless it 
were intended to arrest them. Our prisoners now 
amounted to seven, filling up the quarter deck, and 
rendering it very difficult to keep them from com- 
municating with each other, interfering essentially 
with the management of the vessel. The last pri- 
soners taken were those to whom reference is made 
in my letter to the officers, written before, but not 
sent until after their capture. 


On the receiptof my letter the officers immediate- 
ly assembled in the ward room, and commenced the 
examination of witnesses. The witnesses were du- 
ly sworn, and the testimony accurately written down; 
in addition to the oath, each witness signed the evi- 
dence which he had given after it had been read 
over tohim. The officers passed the whole day in 
this occupation without interruption and without 
food. I remained in charge of the deck with the 
three young midshipmen on constant duty. The 
officers were excused from evening quarters. At 
nightfall, orders were sent to them to discontinue 
their deliberations and resume their watches, as the 
present safety of the vessel must be attended to. 
The risks and uncertainty of the preceding night 
had determined me that another such should not be 
passed. I drew up a watch-bill of all the officers, 
idlers included, dividing them into two watches, and 
assigning each a separate station, in different parts 
‘of the vessel. I took charge of the starboard watch 
myself, and assigned the larboard to the first lieuten- 
ant. This brought me with two watches on deck; 
but the:first heutenant had been as much on duty as 
myself. Even this, however, was a great reliel, as 
{ obtained at intervals during the mid-watch an hour 
or two of refreshing sleep. 
In the course of the morning of Thursday, the Ist 
December, the first lieutenant presented to me the 
following letter, in answer to that which! had ad- 
dressed on the previous morning to the officers. 
U. S. brig Somers, December, 1st, 1842. 

Sir: In answer to your letter of yesterday, re- 
questing our counsel as to the best course to be pur- 
sued with the prisoners, acting midshipman Philip 
Spencer, boatswain’s mate Samuel Cromwell, an 
seaman Elisha Small, we would state, that the ev!- 
dence which has come to our knowledge is of sucha 
jnature, that after as dispassionate and deliberate a 
consideration of the case as the exigency of the time 
would admit, we have come to the cool, decided and 
unanimous opinion that they have been guilty of a ful 
and determined intention to commit a mutiny on 
board this vessel, of a most atrocious nature, and 
that the revolution of circumstances having made it 
necessary to confine others with them, the uncer 
tainty as to what extent they are leagued with 
others still at large, the impossibility of guarding 
against the contingencies, which ‘‘a day or an newt 
may bring forth,” we are convinced that it would be 
impossible to carry them to the U. States, and that 
the safety of the public property, the lives of out 
selves, and of those committed to our charge, Te 
quire that (giving thei a sufficient time to prepare), 
they should be put to death, ina manner best caleu- 
lated as an example, to make a beneficial impression 
upon the disaffected. This opinion we give, nearins 
in mind our duty to our God, our country, and tot * 
service. We are, sir, very respectfully, your ob 
servants, oe 

Guert Gansevoort, lieutenant. R. W. Leecock, ps 
ed assistant Surgeon. H. M. Heiskell, purser. *"° 
C. Perry, acting master. Henry Rogers, midship- 
man. Egbert Thompson, midshipman. Charles 





| dually expanding in breadth, and sharp on both sides; 





Hayes, midshipman. 
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2 J at once concurred in the justice of their opinion, | 
nd in the necessity of carrying its recommendation | 
‘aa immediate effect. There were two others of the | 
vonspirators almost as guilty, so far as the intention | 
a concerned, as the three ringleaders who had | 
peen first confined, and to whose cases the attention 
of the officers had been invited. But they could be 
kept in confinement without extreme danger to the 
ultimate safety of the vessel. The three chief con- 
spirators alone were capable of navigating and sail- 
ing her- By their removal the motive to arescue, a 
capture, and a carrying out of their original design 
of piracy was at once taken away. Their lives 
were justily forfeited to the country which they had 
betrayed; and the interests of that country and the | 
honor and security of its flag required that the sacri- | 
fice, however painful, should be made. In the ne- | 
cessities of my position I found my law, and in them 
also 1 must trust to find my justification. 


Ihad for a day or two been disposed to arm the 
petty officers. On this subject alone the first lieu-'! 
tenant differed from me in opinion, influenced in 
some degree by the opinions of some of the petty 
oficers themselves, who thought that in the peculiar 
state of the vessel! the commander and officers could | 
not tell whom to trust, and therefore had better trust | 
noone. I had made up my own mind, reasoning | 
more from the probabilities of the case than from) 
my knowledge of their characters, which was ne- 
cessarily less intimate than that of the first heuten- 
ant, that they could be trusted, and determined to) 
arm them. I directed the first lieutenant to muster | 
them on the quarter deck, to issue to each a cutlass, | 
pistol and cartridge box, and to report to me when 
they were armed. I then addressed them as follows: 
“My lads! you ure to look to me—to obey my orders, 
and to see my orders obeyed! Go forward!” 


I gave orders to make immediate preparation for 
hanging the three principal criminals at the main 
yard arms. 


All hands were now called to witness the pupish- | 
ment. The afterguard and idlers of both watches | 
were mustered on the quarter deck at the whip in-| 
tended for Mr. Spencer; the forecastle. men and! 
foretopmen at that of Cromwell, to whose corrup-| 
tion they had been chietly exposed. The maintop- 
men of both watches, at that intended for Simail, | 
who fora month had filled the situation of capiain 
of the maintop. ‘lhe officers were stationed about 
the decks, according to the watch bill 1 had made! 
out the night before, and the petty officers were simi- | 
larly distributed with orders to cut down whoever | 
should let go the whip with even one hand, or fail | 
to hau! on it when ordered. | 

The ensign and pennant being bent on and ready 
for hoisting, | now put on my full uniform, and pro- 
ceeded to execute the most painful duty that has 
ever devolved on an American commander—that of | 
announcing to the criminals their fate. 1 informed | 
Mr. Spencer that when he had been about to take 
iy life, and to dishonor me as an officer, when in 
theexecution of my rightful duty, without cause of 
dfience to him, on speculation, it had been his inten- 
lion to remove me suddenly from the world, in the 
darkness of night, in my sleep, without a moment to 
utter one murmur of affection to my wife and chil- 
dren—one prayer for their welfare. 


His life was now forfeited to his country; and the 
necessities of the case growing out of his corruption 
of the crew, compelled me to take it; I would not 
however, imitate his intended example as to the 
manner of claiming the sacrifice. If there yet re- 
mamed one feeling true to nature, it should he 
gratified. If he had any word to send to his parents, 
itshould be recorded and faithfully delivered. Ten 
minutes should be granted him for this purpose; and 
midshipman E. Thompson was called to note the 


ime, and inform me when the ten minutes had 
lapsed. 


This intimation overcame him entirely. He sank 
with tears upon his knees, and said he was not fit to 
. [repeated to him his own catechism and begg- 
td him at least to let the officer set to the men he had 
‘orrupted and seduced, the example of dying with 
‘corum. This immedlately restored him to entire 
‘lf-possession, and while he was engaged in prayer, 
Went and made in succession the same communica- 
lon toCromwell and Small. Cromwell fell upon 
isknees completely unmanned, protested his inno- 
‘nee, and invoked the name of his wife. Mr. Spen- 
‘er said to me, ‘*As these are the last words | have 
say, I trust they will be believed. Cromwell is 
hocent!” The evidence had been conclusive, yel 
Was staggered 




















: lsent for lieut. Gansevoort and consulted him; he 
aa there was not ashadow of doubt. I told him to 
sult the petty officers. He was condemned by 


should have been captured by Mr. Spencer, Crom- 





clamation by the petty officers. He was the one 


man, of whom they had real apprehension—the ac- 
complice at first, and afterwards the urger on of 
Mr. Spencer, who had trained him to the act by 
which he intended to benefit. I returned to Mr. 
Spencer. 


lexplained to him how Cromwell had made use 
of him. I told him that remarks had been made 
about the two, not very flattering to him, and which 
he might not care to hear, which showed the relative 
share ascribed to each of them, in the contemplated 
transaction. He expressed great anxiety to. hear 
what was said. 


One had told the first lieutenant: ‘In my opinion 
sir, you have the damned fool on the larboard arm- 
chest, and the damned villain on the starboard.” 
And another had remarked that after the vessel 


well might allow him to live, provided he made him- 
self useful; he would probably make him his secre- 
tary; | remarked, “i do not think this would have 
suited your temper.” 


This effectually aroused him and his countenance 
assumed a demoniacal expression. He said no more 
of the innocence of Cromwell. Subsequent circum- 
stances too surely confirmed his admission of his 
guilt. He might perhaps have wished to save him, 
in fulfilment of some mutual oath. 


He more probably hoped he might yet get posses- 
sion of the vessel, and carry out the scheme of mur- 
der and outrage matured between them. It was in 
Cromwell that he had apparently trusted, in fulfil- 
ment of some agreement,for a rescue; and he eloquent- 
ly plead to lieut. Gansevoort when Cromwell was 
ironed, for his release as altogether ignorant of his 
designs, and innocent. He had endeavored to make 
of E. Andrews appearing on the list of the certain an 
alias for Small though his name as Small appeared 
also in the list among those to effect the murder in 
the cabin, by falsely asserting that Small was a 
feigned name when he had evidence in a letter ad- 
dressed by Small’s mother to him that Small was 
her name as well as his. 


A 


t OF THE SOMERS. 








Small alone, whom we had set down as the pol-| 
troon of the three, and on that account had at first) 


| determined not to iron, received the announcement | 
When asked if he had| 


of his fate with composure. 
any preparations to make, any messages to send, he 
said ‘“‘f have nobody to care for me but my poor old 
mother, and | wou!d rather that she should not know 
how I have died.” 

I returned to Mr. Spéncer, and asked him if he 
had no messages to send to his friends. He answer- 
ed, ‘‘None that they would wish to receive.” 

When urged still farther to send some word of con- 
solation in so great an affliction, he said, **Tell them 
I die, wishing them every blessing and happiness. | 


are few crimes that I have not committed. 
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cape. The best and only service he could now -ren- 
der his father was to die. “I will tell you frankly,” 
he said, “‘what I intended to do had I got home—I 
should have attempted to escape. I had the same 
project on board the John Adams and Potomac. It 
seemed to be a mania with me.” “Do you notjthink,” 
I asked, ‘that this isa mania which should be dis- 
couraged in the navy?” ‘Ido mostcertainly.” Af- 
terwards he said to me “‘but have you not formed an 
exagzerated estimate of the extent of this conspira- 
cy?” Itold him that his systematic efforts to cor- 
rupt the crew, and prepare them for the indul- 
gence of every evil passion since the day before our 
departure from New-York, had been but too success- 
ful. I knew that the conspiracy was still extensive; 
I did not know how extensive. I recapitulated to 
him the arts which he had used. He was startled 
by my telling him that he had made the ward-room. 
steward steal brandy, and given it to the crew. He 
said, “I did not make him steal it.” I told him it 
was brought at his request, that he knew where it 
came from; and it was, if possible, more criminal to 
seduce another to commit crime, than to commit 
crime one’s self. He admitted the justice of this 
view. He turned again to say tome, “tbut are you 
not going too far? are you not going too fast? does 
the law entirely justify your?” I replied, that he had 
not consulted me in making his arrangements; that 
his opinion could not be an unprejudiced one; that I 
had consulted all his brother officers, his messmates 
included, except the boys, and I placed before him 
their opinion. He stated that it was just; that he 
deserved death. He asked what was to be the man- 
ner of his death. I explained it tohim. He ob- 
jected to it, and asked to be shot. I told him that I 
could not make any distinction between him and 
those whom he had corrupted. He admitted that 
this also was just. He objected to the shortness of 
the time for preparation, and asked for an hour.— 
No answer was made to this request; but he was not. 
hurried, and more than the hour which he asked for 
was allowed to elapse. He requested that his face 
might be covered; this was readily granted, and he 
was asked what it should be covered with. He did 
not care. A handkerchief was sought for in his 
locker; none but a black one found, and this brought 
for the purpose. I now ordered that the other cri- 
minals should be consulted as to their wishes in this 
particular. They joined in the request, and frocks 
were taken from their bags to cover their heads.— 
Mr. Spencer asked to have his ironsremoved. This 
could not be granted. He asked for a bible and prayer 
book. 


They were brought and others ordered to be fur- 
nished to his accomplices. “J am a believer!” he 
said. “Do you think any repentance at this late 
hour can be accepted?” I called to his recollection 


| the case of the penitent thief who was pardoned by 
deserve death for this and many other crimes. There | 


our Saviour upon the cross. He then read in the 


I feel | bible, kneeled down, and read in the prayer book.— 


sincerely penitent, and my only fear of death is, that| He again asked if I thought that his repentance could 


my repentance may be too late.” 
there was any one whom he had injured, to whom 


he could yet make reparation; any one who was suf- | 


fering obloquy for crimes which he had committed. 
He made no answer, but soon after continued, “I 
have wronged many persons, but chiefly my parents.” 
He said, “This will kill my poor mother!” 1 was 
not before aware that he had a mother. 

When recovered from the pain of this announce- 
ment, I asked him if it would not have been still 
more dreadful had he succeeded in his attempt, mur- 
dered the officers and the greater part of the crew 
of the vessel, and run that career of crime, with so 
much satisfaction, he had marked out for himself. 
He replied after a pause, “I do not know what 
would have become of me had I succeeded.” [told 
him that Cromwell would soon have made way with 
him, and McKinley probably have cleared the whole 
of them from his path. “I fear,” said he, “this may 
injure my father.” 


I told him it was almost too late to think of that; 
that had he succeeded in his wishes, it would have 
injured his father much more; that had it been pos- 
sible to have taken him home, as I intended to do, it 
was not in nature that his father should not have in- 
terposed to"save him; that for those who have friends 
or money in America, there was no punishment for 
the worst of crimes,* that though this had nothing to 
do with any determination which had been forced 
upon me in defiance of every effort which I had made 
to avert it, 1, on this account, the less regretted the 
dilemma in which | was placed. It would undoubt- 
edly injure his father a great deal more, if he got 
home alive, should he be condemned, and yet es- 





*Perhaps this was an extreine and erroneous opinion, 
which 1 do not attempt to justify. [ am only faithfully 
recording what passed on the vccasion. 








[ asked him if} be accepted, that the time was so short and he did 
not know if he was really changed. 


1 told him that 
God who was all merciful as well as all wise, could 
not only understand his difficulties of the situation, 
but extend to him such a measure of mercy as his 
necessities might require. He said, “I beg your for- 
eiveness for what I have meditated against you!l— 
“f gave him my hand and assured him of my sincere 
forgiveness. Il asked if 1 had ever done anything to 
him to make him seek my life, or whether the ha- 
tred he had conceived for me, and of which I had 
only recently become aware, was fostered for the 
purpose of giving himself some plea of justifica- 
tion. He said, ‘it was only a faney; perhaps there 
might have been something in your manner which 
offended me.” He read over what {had written 
down. I had stated hurriedly in the third person, 
‘‘He excused himself by saying that he had enter- 
tained the same idea in the John Adams and Po- 
tomac.” He asked that that might be corrected, 
“I did not offer it as an excuse, I only stated it asa 
fact.” 

More than an hour had elapsed during the contin- 
uance of this scene. The petty officers had been 
assigned according to rank, to conduct the several 
prisoners to the gangway. At the break of the quar- 
ter deck is a narrow passage between the trunk and 
pumpwell. Mr. Spencer and Cromwell met exactly 
on either side. I directed Cromwell to stop to aliow 
Mr. Spencer to pass first. At this moment Mr. Spen- 
cer himself paused and asked to be allowed to see 
Mr. Wales. He was called, and Cromwell now pass- 
ed on almost touching Mr. Spencer. Not one word 
was now said by Mr. Spencer of the innocence of 
Cromwell; no appeal was made by Cromwell to Mr. 
Spencer to attest his innocence. When Mr. Wale 
came up Mr. Spencer extended his hand tohim and 
said, ‘‘Mr. Wales, I earnestly hope you will forgive 
me for tampering with your fidelity!” Mr. Spencer was 
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wholly unmoved, Mr. Wales almost overcome with 
emotion: he replied, ‘I do forgive you from the bot- 
tom of my heart, and I hope that God may forgive 
ou also!” ‘*Farewell!” exclaimed Mr. Spencer and 
Mr. Wales weeping and causing others to weep re- 
sponded, ‘‘Farewel!!” si 

Mr. Spencer now passed on. About this time he 
asked for midshipman Rogers. The message was 
carried to Mr. Rogers; but he had no orders to leave 
his station. I was only afterwards aware of the re- 

uest. At the gangway, Mr. Spencer met Small. 
With the same calm manner, but with a nearer ap-- 
ach to emotion, he placed himself in front of 
Small, extended his hand, and said, ‘‘Small forgive 
me for leading you into this trouble.”* Smull drew 
back with horror. ‘No, by God! Mr. Spencer, I 
cant’t forgive you.” Ona repetition of the request, 
Small exclaimed in a searching voice, ‘‘Ah, Mr. 
Spencer, that is a hard thing for you to ask me! We 
shall soon be before the face of God, and then we 
shall know all about it.” I went to Small and urged 
him to be more generous,—that this was no time for 
resentment. He relented at once, held out his hand 
to take the still extended hand of Mr. Spencer, and 
said with frankness and emotion, “I do forgive you, 
Mr. Spencer! May God Almighty forgive you also!” 
Small now asked my forgiveness. He was the one 
of the three who was most entitled to compassion. 
I took his hand, and expressed my complete forgive- | 
ness in the strongest terms that I was able. I asked 
him what I had said or done to him to make him seek 
my life; conscious of no injustice or provocation of 
any sort, I felt that it was yet necessary to my com- 
fort to receive the assurance from his own lips. If 
any wrong had been done him, if aay word of harsh- 
ness in the impatience or excitement of duty had es- 
caped me, I was ready myself to ask also for forgive- 
ness. I had hardly asked the question before he ex- 
claimed, ‘‘What have you done to me, captain Mac- 
kenzie? what have you done to me sir! Nothing, but 
treat me like a man.” I told him, in justification of 
the course which I was pursuing, that I had high re- 
sponsibilities to fulfil, that there were duties which | 
owed to the government, which had entrusted me 
with this vessel, to the officers placed under my com- 
mand, to those boys, whom it was intended either to 
ut to death, or reserve for a fate more deplogable. 
There was yet a higher duty to the flag of my coun- 
try. He was touched by this: ‘You are right, sir; 
you are doing your duty, and J honor you for it.— 
God bless that flag, and prosper it!” ‘Now, brother 
topmates,” he said, turning to those who held the 
ship, “give me a quick and easy death!” He was 
placed on the hammocks forward of the gangway, 
with his face inboard. Mr. Spencer was similarly 
placed abaft the gangway, and Cromwell also on the 
other side. 

Mr. Spencer, about this time, sent for lieut. Gan- 
sevoort, and told him that he might have heard that 
his courage had been doubted; he wished him to bear 
testimony that he‘died like a brave man. He asked 
me what was to be the signal of the execution. I 
told him that, being desirous to hoist the colors, at 
the moment of execution at once, to give solemnity 
to the act, and to indicate that by it the colors of the 
Somers were fixed to the mast-head, I had intended 
to beat to call as for hoisting the colors, then roll off, 
and at the third roll fire a gun. He asked to be al- 
lowed himself to give the word to fire the gun. | 
acceded to the request; and the drum and fife were 
dismissed. He asked if the gun were under him. | 
told him that it was next butoneto him. He begged 
that no interval might elapse hetween giving the 
word and firing the gun. I asked if they were firing 
with the lock and wafer, which had -always proved 
quick and sure, but was told that they had a tube and 

riming, and were prepared to fire with a match.— 
me delay would have been necessary to have open- 
ed the arm-chest and get out a wafer. I ordered a 
supply of live coals to be passed up from the galley, 
and fresh ones perpetually supplied; then assured him 
that there would be nodelay. — 

Time still wearing away in this manner, Small re- 
quested leave to address the crew. Mr. Spencer, 
having leave to give the word, was asked if he would 
consent to the delay. He assented, and Small’s face 
being uncovered, he spoke as follows: ‘‘Shipmates 
and topmates! take warning by my example. I never 
was apirate. I never killed a man. It’s for saying 
I would do it, that I am about to depart this life.— 
See what a word willdo. It was going ina Guinea- 
man that brought me to this. Beware of a Guinea- 
man.” He turned to Mr. Spencer and said to him, 
«J am now ready to die, Mr. Spencer, are you?” 

Cromwell’s last words were, ‘tell my wife I die 
an innocent man; tell lieut. Morris 1 die an innocent 
man!” ; 

But it had been the game of this man to appear 
innocent, to urge Mr. Spencer on—to furnish him 


phe of which Mr. Spencer was to take all the risk, 

and from which he, Cromwell, was to derive ali the 

benefit. He had taken a great many precautions to 

appear innocent, but he had not taken enough. 

I now placed myself on the trunk in a situation 

from which my eye could take in everything; I waited 

for some time; but no word was given. At length 

Browning saluted me and said, ‘“‘Mr. Spencer says he 

cannot give the word, he wished the commander to 

ive the word himself.” The gun was accordingly 

red, and the execution took place. The crew were 

now ordered aft, and I addressed them from the 

trunk, on which I was standing. I called their at- 

tention first to the fate of the unfortunate young man, 

whose ill-regulated ambition, directed to the most 
infamous ends, had been the exciting cause of the 
tragedy they had just witnessed. I spoke of his 
honored parents, of his distinguished father, whose 
talents and character had raised him to one of the 
highest stations in the Jand, to be one of the six ap- 
pointed counsellors of the representative of our na- 
tiofal sovereignty. I spoke of the distinguished so- 
cial position to which this young man had been born; 
of the advantages of every sort that attended the 
outset of his career, and of the professional honors 
to which a long, steady, and faithful perseverance in 
the course of duty might ultimately have raised him. 
After a few months service at sea, most wretchedly 
employed, so far as the acquisition of professional 
knowledge was concerned, he had aspired to sup- 
plant me in a command which I had only reached after 
nearly 30 years of faithful servitude; and for what 
object I had already explained to them. I told them 
that their future fortunes were in their own control: 
they had advantages of every sort and in an emi- 
nent degree for the attainment of professional know- 
ledge. The situations of warrant officers and of 
masters in the navy were open to them. They 
might rise to commands in the merchant service, to 
respectability, to competence, and to fortune; but 
they must advance regularly and step by step; every 
step to be sure, must be guided by truth, honor, and 
fidelity. I called thgir attention to Cromwell’s case. 
He must have received an excellent education, his 
hand writing was even elegant. But he had also 
fallen through brutish sensuality and the greedy thirst 
for gold. . 

The first 15 dollars given to him by Mr. Spencer 
had bought him, and the hope of plunder held out to 
‘him by Mr. Spencer, who, to completely win him, 
had converted a box of old wine into treasure, had 
secured the purchase. 

There was an anecdote told by Collins in his mess, 
which, with Cromwell’s commentary upon it, had 
reached my ears. I caused Collins to stand up on 
the pumpwell, and relate it to the boys. Collins had 
been in an Indiaman, on board of which the super- 
cargo, a Mr. Thorndyke, had brought a keg of doub- 
loons. Collins stowed it in the run, and was alone 
entrusted with the secret of its being on board. 


He said not a word about it, until it went ashore. 
Cromwell on hearing this laughed at Collins, and said 
had the case been his he would have run away with 
the keg. The story and what had passed before their 
eyes, contained all the moral that it was necessary 
to enforce. I told the boys in conclusion, that they 
had only to choose between the morality of Cromwell 
and that of Collins: Cromwell at the yard arm, and 
Collins piping with his call. Small had also been 
born for better things. He had enjoyed the benefits 
of education, was a navigater, had been an officer in 
amerchantman. But he could not resist the brandy 
which had been proffered to him nor the prospect of 
dishonest gain. He had at least died invoking bless- 
ings on the flag of his country. 

The crew were now piped down from witnessing 
punishment, and all hands called to cheer sbip. I 
gave the order, ‘‘stand by togive three hearty'cheers 
for the flag of our country!” Never were three hear- 
tier cheers given. In that electric moment I do not 
doubt that the patriotism of even the worst of the 
conspirators for an instant broke forth. | I felt that I 
was once more completely commander of the vessel 
which had been entrusted to-me; equal to do with her 
whatever the honor of my country might require. 

The crew were now piped down and piped to din- 
ner. [noticed with pain that many of the boys, as 
they looked to the yard arm, indulged in laughter and 
derision. 

I still earnestly desired that Mr. S. should be buried, 
as oflicers usually are, in a coffin. I ordered one to 
be forthwith made from a portion of the berth deck; 
but Lt. Gansevoort having offered to relinquish two 
mess chests used instead of a wa¥d robe, they were 
soon converted into a substantial coffin. 

When the hour, usually given to the crew’s din- 
ner, was over, the watch was set; and the bodies low- 
ered from the yard arms, and received by the mess- 
mates of the deceased, to be decently laid out for 





with profesional ideas: to bring about a catastro- 


burial. The midshipmen assisted in person. When 





eae eee 
all was ready, the first Lieutenant invited Me to 
notices him to see that these duties had been du. 
ly performed. Mr. Spencer was laid out on the star 
board arm chest, dressed in complete Upiform, except 
the sword, which he had forfeited his right to wea, 
Farther forward, the two seamen,were also iq 
out with neatness. I noticed with pain that the taste 
of one of the sailors had led him to bind the hands of 
Cromwell with a ribbon, having on it in gold letters 
the name of that chivalrous Somers, who had died 
self-devoted victim in the cause of his country. But 
that particular badge had been dishonored by the 
treason of its wearer, and it was suffered to remain, 
Traces of a sabre were visible on his forehead, ang 
on the removal of his hair four or five more were dis. 
covered, indicating that he had been where wounds 
had been given and received. 
Cromwell, by his own admission, had been ing 
slaver, and had been an inmate of Moro Castle at 
Havana. It was the general impression of the honest 
art of the crew that he had already been a pirate, 
e, only, could answer to the description of the in. 
dividual alluded to by Mr. Spencer “as _ having al. 
ready been in the business.”” At thismoment a sud. 
den squall sprung up rendering it necessary to reduce 
sail. {t was attended by heavy rain and tarpaulins, 
The squall over, the sailors were sewed up in their 
Mace 2 The body of Mr. Spencer was placed in 
the coffin, and the other two corpses arranged accor- 
ding torank, Mr. Spencer aft, were placed along 
the deck. All hands were now called to bury the 
dead. The procession was formed according to rank 
reversed. Of the colors which had continued to fly, 
the ensign was lowered to half-mast. Before the 
corpses had been placed on the lee hammock rails rea- 
dy for lowering overboard, the night had already set 
in. All the battle lanterns and the other lanterns in 
the vessel were lighted and distributed among the 
crew, collected with their prayer-books on the booms, 
in the gang ways, and lee-quarter boats. The ser- 
vice was then read, the responses audibly and devout- 
ly made by the officers and crew, and the bodies con- 
signed to the deep. This service was closed with that 
prayer so appropriate to our situation, appointed to 
be read in our ships of war, “Preserve us from the 
dangers of the sea, and from the violence of° ene- 
mies; that we may be a safeguard to the United States 
of America, and a security for such as pass on the 
seas upon their lawful occasions; that the inhabitants 
of our land may in peace and quietude serve thee our 
God; and that we may return in safety to enjoy the 
blessings of our land, with the fruits of our labor, 
witha thankful remembrance of thy mercies, to praise 
and glorify thy holy name throngh Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” 


In reading this and in recollecting the uses to which 
the Somers had been destined, as I now find, before 
she quitted the waters of the United States, I could 
not but humbly hope that divine sanction would not 
be wanting to the deed of that day. 

As the last transaction connected with this subject 
I may mention that on the following Sunday, being 
the 4th December, after the laws for the government 
of the navy had been read, according to our invaria- 
ble custom in the Somers on the first Sunday of the 
month, I took occasion to draw from the past history 
and example of the criminals, whose execution they 
had so recently beheld, all the useful lessons that 
they afforded to win back to the paths of duty and 
virtue the youthful crew which they had been so 1n- 
strumental in leading astray. I showed how the 
leader in the projected mutiny had turned aside from 
the example of his honored parents, and trampied on 
the wise counsels and solemn warnings which had 
been lavished on him. 

In the bible of poor Small I had found a letter to 
him from his aged mother, filled with affectionate 
endearment and pious counsel. ‘ 

She expressed the joy with which she had learne 
from him that he was so happy on board the So 
mers; (at that time Mr. Spencer had not pares be) 
that no grog was served on board of her. Within the 
folds of this sacred volume he had preserved a cop) 
of verses taken from the Sailor’s Magazine, enforc- 
ing the value of the bible to seamen. I read these 
verses to the crew. Small had evidently valued his 
bible, but could not resist temptation. a diate 

I urged tipon the youthful sailors to cherish their 
bibles with a more entire love than Small ahah 
to value their prayer books; also they would fin . 
them a prayer for every necessity, however ce sO 
medicine for every ailment of the mind. I en sth 
vored to call to their recollection the terror phen 
which the three malefactors had found themselv* 
suddenly called to enter the presence of an offen¢ : 
God. No one who had witnessed that scene yon 
for a moment believe even in the existence of ae. 
a feeling as honest Atheism: a disbelief in a that 
ence of a God. They should also remember ts 





scene. They should also remember that Mr. Sp¢e™ 
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oa in his last moments had said that the had wrong- 
many people but chiefly his parents.” From these 
two cireumstances they might draw two useful les- 
ons; a lesson of filial piety, and of piety toward God. 
With these two principles for their guides they could 


never go astray. bd 


In conclusion, I told them that they had shown 
that they could give cheers for their country, they 
should now give cheers to their God, for they would 
do this when they sung praises to his name. The 
colors were now hoisted, and above the American 
ensign, the only banner to which it may give place, 
the banner of the cross. The hundredth psalm was 
now sung by all the officers and crew. After which, 
ihe usaai service followed; when it was over, I could 
not avoid contrasting the speciacle presented on that 
day by the Somers, with what it would have been 
in pirate’s hands. 

ut on this subject I forbear to enlarge. I would 
not have described the scene at all, so different from 
the ordinary topics of an official communication; but 
for the unwonted circumstances in which we were 
placed, and the marked effect which it produced on 
the ship’s company, even on those deeply guilty 
members of it who sat manacled-behind me, and that 
it was considered to have done much towards re- 
storing the allegiance of the crew. 

In closing this report, a pleasing yet solemn duty 
devolves upon me, which I feel unable adequately to 
fulfil, to do justice to the noble conduct of every one 
of the officers of the Somers, from the first lieutenant 
to the commander’s clerk, who has also since her 
equipment done the duty of midshipman. ‘Through- 
out the whole duration of the difficulties in which we 
have been involved their conduct has been courage- 
ous, determined, calmly self-possessed, animated, 
and upheld always by a lofty aad chivalrous patriot- 
ism. Perpetually armed by day and night, walking 
and sleeping with pistols often cocked for hours to- 
gether, the single accidental discharge which took 
place was from a very delicate weapon, a repeating 
pistol, in the hand of the Ist lieutenant when he was 
arresting Cromwell in the night. 


I cannot forbear to speak particularly of lieuten-| 


ant Gansevoort. Next to me in rank on board the 
Somers, he was my equal in every exertion to pro- 
tect and defend her. The perfect harmony of our 
opinions and of our views of what should be done 
on each new developement of the dangers that me- 


Of the conduct of sergeant Michael H. Garty, I} 
will only say that it was worthy of the noble corps 
to which he has the honor to belong. Confined to 
his hammock, by a malady which threatened to be 
dangerous at the moment when the conspiracy was 
discovered, he rose at once upon his feet, a well 
man. Throughout the whole period, from the day 
of Mr. Spencer’s arrest, to the day after our arrival, 
and until the removal of the mutineers, his conduct 
was calm, steady and soldier-like. But when his duty 
was done, and health was no Jonger indispensable to 
its performance, his malady returned upon him, and | 
he is still in his hammock. Jn view of this fine con- | 
duct, I respectfully recommend that sergeant Garty | 
be promoted to {a second lieutenancy in the Marine 
corps. Should I pass without dishonor through the 
ordeal which probably awaits me, and attain, in due 
time, to the command of a vessel, entitled to a ma-| 
rine officer, I ask no better fortune than to have the 
services of sergeant Garty, in that capacity. 

I further respectfully recommend that boatswain’s 
mates, Oliver B. Browning and WiNiam Collins, and 
captain of the forecastle, Charles Stewart, may be 
appointed boatswains in the navy; that gunner’s 
mates, Henry King and Andrew Anderson, and quar. 
ter master Charles Rodgers, be appointed gunners. 
and ‘Thomas Dickerson a carpenter in the navy. I 
believe that nearly all of them would make excel- 
lent forward officers. I know that that allof them, 
| without exception, would find on the navy register 
associates inferior to themselves. If promoted, and 
| found unworthy, they will quietly fall back into the 
| Stations from which they were advanced. It would 
_be remembered in the navy that in the only mutiny 

which has been regularly organised in it, the stern 
| law of necessity had, in the opinion of the command- 

ing officer compelled him to hang the ring-leaders 
|at the yard arm: that the petty officers who had been 
| found faithful to their colors, had been promoted. 
| It will not be recorded whether they subsequently 
| failed by sobriety and good conduct to sustain them- 
‘selves in the honorable elevation to which their 
fidelity had raised them. 

lf I shall be deemed by the navy department to 
_have had any merit in preserving the Somers from 
| those treasonable toils by which she had been sur- 
‘rounded since and before her departure from the 

United States, I respectfuliy request that it may ac- 
_ crue without reservation for my nephew O. H. Per-| 
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with promptitude and fidelity. It cannot indeed be 
concealed that you have convened under circumstan- 
ces in themselves formidable and imposing. The 
unfortunate financial embarrassments of the state 
resent obstacles to the progress of legislation which 
it will require your united wisdom and patriotism to 
surmount. ‘To relieve yourselves as far as possible 
from the difficulties you will have to encounter from 
this cause, will of course be your first and most im- 
portant consideration. In order however, that you 
may fully comprehend the nature and extent of these 
difficulties, it will be necessary to recur to that peri- 
od in our history when they commenced. 
[ORIGIN AND ACCUMULATION OF THE STATE DEBT.] 
The rapidity with which the banking institutions 
of the country were multipled a few years since, 


_and the lavish and reckless manner in which they is- 


sued their paper, increased the circulating medium 
and standard of value to such an extent as to give an 
arfificial and fictitious value to every species of pro- 
perty, to augment the profits in every department of 
business to an unnatural degree, and to revolutionize 
the regular and settled laws which previously govern- 
ed the trade of the country. Consequently the wild- 
est and most extravagant spirit of speculation was en- 
gendered throughout the entire union. 

New and extraordinary schemes were embarked 
in, and the success with which they were frequently 
crowned, only served to encourage others still more 
Visionary and chimerical. Fortunate, indeed, would 
it have been if this spirit had confined itself to the” 
people in their individual capacity. Such however 
was not the case; it soon infused itself into legislative 
assemblies, and many of the states were induced to 
adopt the most stupendous systems of improvement. 
Influenced by the same spirit, stimulated by a lauda- 
ble ambition of keeping pace with her sister states, 
and encouraged by the apparent success which had 
attended the enterprizes they had already commenced 
Illinois was in an evil hour lured from the principles 
of economy and prudence which has hitherto so signal- 
ly marked her course. In 1837, in addition to the con- 
struction of the Illinois and Michigan canal, which 
had been already undertaken, and which of itself, for 
an inexperienced and almost infant state, was a gi- 
gantic enterprise, the legislature adopted a general 
system of internal improvements, the magnitude of 
which exceeded the wants, in as greata degree as its 
estimated cost exceeded the resources of the state. 


naced the imegrity of my command, gave us a unity ry, now clerk on board the Somers, and that his| To realize the funds necessary for the prosecution of 


of action that added materially to our strength. Ne- 
ver since the existence of our navy, has a command- 
ing officer been more ably and zealously seconded 
by his first Jieutenant. 

Where all, without exception, have behaved ad- 

mirably, it might seem invidious to particularize. 
Yet I cannot refrain from calling your attention to 
the noble conduct of purser H. M. Heiskel] and of 
passed assistant surgeon R. W. Lecock, for the ser- 
vices which they so freely yielded beyond the sphere 
of their regular duties. Both, moreover, were in 
delicate health—passed assistant surgeon Lecock 
was indeed in no condition to go to sea when he join- 
ed the Somers. He had recently returned in the 
Dolphin from the coast of Africa, where his consti- 
ution had been completely shattered by a fever con- 
acted in the river Nunez. He came, however, to 
is duty, determined and apparently likely to die at 
h post. He has partially recovered, but is still in 
décate health. Both he and Mr. Heiskell cheer- 
fuy obeyed my orders to go perpetually armed, to 
key a regular watch, to guard the prisoners. The 
wow, weather could not drive them from their posts 
or diw from them a murmur. 

I tspectfully request that the thanks of the navy 
depament may be presented to all the officers of 
the bmers, for their exertions in the critical situa- 
tion iwhich she had been placed. It is true that 
they kLve but performed their duty; but they have 
perforted it with fidelity and zeal. If it shallbe 
provedhat when solemnly called upon by me, they 
ave aerroneous opinion, that involving no official 
respongility; the opinion also, the act which fol- 
lowed Land the responsibility, were mine. And J 
freely met that responsibility, trusting to the con- 
Sciousne, of rectitude, within my own bosom, 
Which hy never for one moment, forsaken me, or 
wavered. , 

I respétfully submit, that Mr. J. W. Wales, by 
his coolnés, us presence of mind, and his fidelity, 
has rendeed ‘9 the American navy a memorable 
service. [ had. trifling difficulty with him, not dis- 
creditable to his haracter, on the previous cruise to 
Porto Rico—on tht account he was sought out, and 
tampered with. At he was honest, patriotic, hu- 
mane; he resisted ty ptation, was faithtul to his flag, 
and was instrumebtejn saving it from dishonor. A 
pursership in the nav, or a handsome pecuniary re- 
ward, would afteralbe an inconsiderable recom- 
pense, compared withe magnitude of his services. 


name may be placed on the register in the name left 
vacant by the treason of Mr. Spencer. I think, un- 
der the peculiar circumstances of the case, an act of 
congress if necessary, might be obtained to authorise 
the appointment. ‘Throughout the whole period of 
his service on board the Somers he has performed 
zealously and*with ability the duty of midshipman, 
and since the discovery of the mutiny with an ener- 
gy and courage not unworthy of his name. I pledge 
myself to his entire worthiness; if he were not wor- 
thy, the navy is the last profession in whose lists I 
would wish to see his name enrolled. 

For myself, | only ask that in whatever proceed- 
ings it may be necessary to institute against me, as I] 
have considered before all things the honor of my 
country and the sanctity of its flag, my own honour 
may also meet with consideration. Iask only that 
1 may not be deprived of my command until proved 
to be unworthy of it. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
most obedient, (Signed, ) 

ALEX. SLIDELL MACKENZIE, 
Commander U. S. Navy. 
Hon. A. P. Upsnur, Secretary of the Navy. 





MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR OF 
ILLINOIS, 


Fellow citizens of senate and house of representatives: 

It is with pleasure that I again address the assemb]- 
ed representatives of the people. The meeting of the 
| general assembly of the state isan event eminently cal- 
culated to awaken interest and solicitude in the pub- 
lic mind. The trusts confided to this department of 
the government are truly multiplied and important. 
Upon it devolves the duty of anticipating the wants, 
directing the energies, and promoting the welfare of 
the country. Ina state, therefore, embracing so nu- 
merous a population, Such a variety of interests, and 
so extensive a territory, the. business of legislation 
must be arduous and complicated. But coming as 
you do directly from the mass of your cons'ituency, 
in every portion of the state, it must be presumed 
that you embrace within your number, all the in- 
formation and knowledge which is necessary for 
a -clear and comprehensive understanding of the 
responsibilities which your station enjoin. [ must 
be permitted to express the anticipation I con- 
fidently entertain, that as you understand those res- 
ponsibilities, you will not hesitate to discharge them 











this immense system, as well as the canal, reliance 
was mainly had to the credit of the state, which was 
made available by the creation and sale of bonds 
bearing six per cent. interest, and reimbursable after 
a long term of years. Such was the delusion of the 
times that it was proposed to pay the interest as it 
would accrue upon these bonds by negotiating them 
in foreign markets, and realizing the difference of 
exchange, by depositing money thus raised with 
banks until it should be disbursed, and receiving pre- 
miums upon it; and by subscribing for bank stock, 
the dividends upon which it was expected would 
greatly exceed the interest upon the bonds with 
which the stock was purchased. : 

Thus it was contemplated by the advocates of this 
policy to complete those extensive improvements 
without any expense to the state during their pro- 
gress. When once in operation, it was maintained 
that they would yield a revenue not only sufficient 
for the payment of the interest upon the cost of their 
construction, but would furnish a surplus which 
might ultimately be applied to the liquidation of the 
principal. 

The people seeing no prospect of taxation, acqui- 
esced in the use thus made of their credit. 

This policy therefore, persisted in until towards 
the close of 1839, when the vast amounts of bonds 
which were so Javishly thrown into the markets, not 
only by this state, but many others, reduced their 
price and checked their further negotiation. 


Thus terminated our unfortunate and short-lived 
scheme of improvements, leaving the state with less 
than thirty miles of a single rail road completed, out 
of the multitude that had been projected, with an 
immense debt overwhelming her, and without any 
permanent means whatever provided to meet the in- 
terest that was rapidly accruing upon it. By using 
the proceeds realized from a few unsettled negotia- 
tions, and by sums raised by the hypothecation of 
bonds at reduced prices, the fund commissioner was 
enabled to pay the interest until January, 1841. It 
then became the duty of the legislature to provide 
more permanent means for that purpose for the fu- 
ture. 

Such, however, was the exhausted condition of the 
state, that it was deemed advisable to resort to the 
desperate expedient of authorizing the sale of bonds 
at whatever price they would command, in order to 
raise funds to meet the interest which would accrue 
(in the ensuing two years. 
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This provision it was. supposed would be amply 
sufficient to enable the state to meet her obligations, 
and preserve her plighted faith up_to the present 
time. Experience, however, has demonstrated the 
insufficiency of this policy. 

Our bonds had depreciated so greatly inthe mar- 
ket, that the fund commissioner deemed a sale inex- 
poe’: and raised money to meet the interest which 

came due in July, 1841, by hypothecation, at a ve- 
ry reduced rate. The still greater depreciation 
which subsequently occurred. rendered the further 
use of bonds totally unavailing. It therefore be- 
comes my unpleasant duty to advise you that no in- 
terest has been paid since the date Jast mentioned. 

Such is a brief account of the origin and accumu- 
lation of our public debt. 


[FINANCIAL CONDITION. ] 

In order that you may clearly as possible compre- 
hend the financial condition of the state at the present 
time, the following tabular statement is submitted: 
Bonds sold to the state bank of Illinois, on account 

of bank stock, $1,765,000 
Bonds sold to the bank of Il- 

900,000 


linois, do. 
——— $2,600,000 00 
Bonds sold to Irwin & Beers 
on account of internal 


improvement, 1,000,000 
“ 6 NN. Biddle, 1,000,000 
« Hall & Hudson, 100,000 


‘** « Boorman & Johnson, 100,000 
‘*  & Lieut. Levy, 4,000 
“¢ January and Dunlap, 300,000 
“« « M. B. Sherwood, 50,000 
“ 6 John Delafield, 283,000 
« 6 A. H. Bangs, 50,000 
“ « Erie county bank, 100,000 
*¢ + Bank of Commarce, 100,000 


‘6 ™ Com. bank of Buffalo, 100,000 

“¢  & Nevins & Townsend 
by Dr. Barret, 180,000 

“6c KE. Riggs, do. 50,000 

«© « Bank U. States, do. 100,000 

6 6 M. Sherwood, do. 100,000 
hypothecated to state 
bank Illinois, 

o“ sold to M. Kennedy 
& others by J. D. 
Whiteside, 

és left with Macalister 
& Stebbins, by do. on 
deposit, and by them 
sold, 


100 000 


120,000 


71,000 
———- $3,908,000 00 
6 sold to J. Wright 
& Co. of Lordon, £69,225 
és delivered to Thomp- 
son & Forman, 11,700 
41,625 


$s pledged do. do. 
£122,550 


es sold to state bank 
by J. D. White- 
side, 


$544,122 00 


100,000 00 | 


| 





7,217,122 00 
Deduct 7 bonds of $1,000 
each, rec’ed from Com. 


bank of Buffalo, 7,000 00 | 





Balance, 7,210,122 00 

Inter. improvement scrip, 
& scrip issued by board 
of auditors outstanding, $886,669 94 

Cash obtained by fund com. 
upon 724 bonds of $1000 
each, hypothe’ed to Ma- 
calister & Stebbins, yet 
outstanding, as per state- 
ment of fund commis- 
sioner, with interest at 
rate of 7 per cent. per 
annum on this sum, 

Sold to cont’s on Northern 
Cross rail road, 94 bonds 
of $1,000 each, 84 of 
whicli have been hypo- 
thecated to fund com- 
misSioner, by the con- 
tractors for the sum of 
$42,000, Illinois state 3 
bank paper, leaying a 
balance of $10,000 00 

1.069,974 94 





Total debt on account of 
bank and internal im- 
provement bonds & scrip, 
Illinois and Michigan canal stock. 


$8,279,196 94 | 





Amount sold by gov. Rey- 
nolds to the president 
of the U. S. bank, 

Amount sold by gov. Rey- 

nolds and gen. Rawli- 


1,000,000. 00 


ings to John Delafield, 300,000 00 
Amount sold by general 
Thornton on canal, 100,000 00 


Amount sold by same in 
London, 

Am’tadvanced by Wright 
& Co. on contract with 
judge Young and gov. 
Reynolds, £30,000 by 
terms of contract, e- 


1,000,000 00 


qualto * 145,188 00 
Amount of bonds paid to 
contractors in 1841 & 
1842, 197,000 00 
—— 3,742,188 00 
Am’t of outstandingscrip, 341,972 71 


Amount of certificates of 
indebtedness issued by 
commissioners, 





254,747 00 








Total canal debt, $4,338.907 71, 








Bonds outstanding on ac- 


of state house, 116,000 00 
Am’t due school, college 

and seminary funds, 808,085 00 
Amount due state bank 

for warrants paid, 294,190 00 





one 1,218,275 00 
477,910 44 
413,836.379 65 


Amount due on account 
of surplus revenue, 

Total debt upon which 
interest accrues, 








Recapilulation. 

Total bank stock, 
‘¢ Internal improvement debt 

‘¢ Canal debt, 


$2,665,000 00 
5.614,196 94 
4,338,907 71° 


‘¢ State house, 116.000 00 
‘¢ School, col. & semi’ry funds, 808,085 00 
‘¢ Due state bank for warrants, 294,190 00 





Total debt upon which inte. accrues, $13,836,379 65 








Annual interest upon which 


amounts to the sum of $830,182 77 








To meet these liabilities the state has the following 
resources at present unavailable: 

Lands remaining unsold of canal 
grant, 

Lands granted to the state under 
the provisions of an act enti- 
tled ‘‘an act to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of pub- 
lic lands and to grant pre-emp- 
tion rights,’? approved Sept. 
4th, 1841, 

Lands purchased by the state for 
internal improv. purposes 


238,985 57 acres. 


210,132 85 acres. 


40,332 acres. 





Amounting to 

Amount due canal fund from 
sales of lands, town lots, stone, 
timber, &c. 

At the date of my last message 
the following named purcha- 
sers of bonds had failed to pay 
for them according to con- 
tract, to wit: 

John Delafield in the sum of 
A. H. Bangs, do. 

Bank of Commerce at Buffalo, 
Commercial bank at Buffalo, 
Erie County bank, 


489,450 42 acres. 


$201,964 


$433,000 
50,000 
90,000 
90,000 
67,500 


Amounting to $730,500 


I have, however, been informed by the fund com- 
missioner that a part of the above bonds has since 
been paid for, and that the remainder has been addi- 
tionally secured. z 

If, however, payment should not be made, they 
will remain I presume in the same attitude as at the 
last meeting of the legislature, and the opinion I then 
expressed remains unchanged: that the state is under 





= = 
at a loss to arrive at the true condition of said bonds. 
I however infer that interest does not accrue upon 
the bonds, as the statement in the preceding table 
furmshed me by the secretar} to the fund commis. 
sioner shows that interest from the Ist of July, 184] 
at the rate of seven per cent. per annum, accrues 
upon the money advanced, to wit: on $172,405. Ig 
this view of the case be correct, then the interest 
upon this last named sum is all that can be chargea- 
ble to the state on account of said contract. 

The contract made in 1839 by the agents of the 
state with Messrs. John Wright & Co., of London, by 
which 1,000 canal bonds of £225 each, were placed 
in the hands of said Wright & Co., with authority to 
sel] for the benefit of the canal, and the contract 
made by the fund commissioners about the same time 
with the same company, by which 1,500 internal im- 
provement bonds of £225 each were placed in their 
hands, to be sold for internal improvement purposes, 
remains unadjusted in consequence of the insolvenc 
of said Wright & Co., which occurred in the latter 
part of the year 1840 or early in 1841. 

In the spring of 1841, the fund commissioner 


found it necessary to go to England for the purpose 
—— 596,719 #2 0f adjusting the unsettled affairs, growing out of the 


negotiations made in that country by his predeces- 
sors. 

With a view of saving expense to the state, I em- 
powered him, associated with Samuel Jaudon and 
James Morrison, of London, to adjust and settle the 
accounts of the canal. 

On his arrival, it was found that Messrs. Wright 
& Co., prior to their bankruptcy, had disposed of a 
portion of the bonds, over and above the amount of 
money they had advanced. 

The sum of £19,776 5s. 8d. was proved on ac- 
count of the canal, and £33,913 9s. 8d. on account 
of internal improvements. Since then, a final set- 
tlément of the estate of said bankrupts has been made, 
and the assets will yield to their creditors, as 1 am 
informed, a dividend of about seventy-five cents to 
the dollar. 

In May last, I received a letter dated London, 
March the 9th, 1842, from Messrs. Morrison, Sons & 
Co., informing me, that they had received from the 
assignee of Wright & Co.’s estate, through Amory, 
Sewell and Moores, solicitors, 742 canal bonds of 
£225 each, which would be delivered upon my order. 

In August last, | empowered the fund commission- 
er, who then expected to start immediately to Eng- 
land, to receive the dividends as before stated, due 
from the estate of Wright & Co., and also to receive 
and cancel the 742 canal bonds, then in the hands of 
Messrs. Morrison & Sons, and instructed him to ap- 
ply the money thus received to the payment of in- 
terest due upon the canal debt in London. 

J have, however, since understood, that the fund 
commissioner has abandoned his contemplated voy- 
age to Europe for the present. 

If the dividends of the assets of the estate of Wright 
& Co. equal my expectation, the loss incurred by the 
state, in consequence of their bankruptey, will be 


on account of the canal, below the price originally/ 
stipulated to be paid for the bonds, and a loss of fiff 
teen per cent. will be sustained on account of thf 
internal improvement bonds disposed of and unaf 

counted for, prior to their bankruptcy. 

The residue of the internal improvement bon 
which were not disposed of by said company, I hye 
no aceount of, but presume they have been pops 
by the solicitors of the fund commissioner, or refuln 
in the hands of the assignee of said company. | 
[TOTAL AMOUNT OF STATE DEBT AND ITS INTERST-] 

Having said this much, in explanation of itenand 
accounts, that could not otherwise be exhibit¢, by 
recurring to the table, you will perceive tht the 
whole amount of our public debt, upon whicknter- 
est accrues, is $13,836,379 65. ; 

Assuming, however, that the dividends of t} capt- 
tal stock owned in the banks, will equal the sterest 
upon the bank debt, or that the stock will } with- 
drawn, and deducting it from the above am¢nt, the 
sum chargeable with interest will then be (1,171, 
379 65, the interest upon which at six perent. per 
annum, amounts to $670,282 77. For th@ayment 
of this sum annually, the faith and credit othe state 
are solemnly and irrevocably pledged. 

[MEANS FOR PAYMENT. | : 

It therefore becomes your duty, as/ie gvardians 

of the character and reputation of tly State, to pro- 





no equitable or moral obligation to redeem them. 
The same reasoning would apply to the 71 bonds of 
$1,000 each, left by the fund commissioner with Mac- 
alister & Stebbins on deposite, and by them sold, for 
which no payment has been made. Not having been 
furnished a copy of the contract between the fund 
commissioner and Macalster & Stebbins, by which 
they advanced $172,405 upon 724 interest bonds of 





Bonds sold by my prede- 
cessor, 1,000,000 00 


$1,000 cach, hypothecated to them, Iam, therefore, 





vide if possible the means of pay/& this sum.— 
‘There are but two resources uponhich you can 
rely for this purpose. The first, i/the landed pro- 
| perty of the state, and second, a rfort to direct tax- 
‘ation. 

| The state now owns 499,450 £100 acres of land, 


equal in quality and location to gy within her limits. 
i; This amount meiudes the land ppropriated for town 


purposes on the canal line. 





comparatively small, falling only sixteen per cent. / 
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a as 1 N . 
. Although this land must ultimately attain great 

lue, it will be impossible to render it available at 
vee: This opinion will be confirmed by a refer- 
ab to the attempt that was made to pay the inter- 
“ pon the cana debt by a sale of land. 
a An act was passed during the session of the legis- 
jature of 1840, authorising the commissioners to sell 
<9 much of the canal lands and lots, as would be re- 
auired to pay the interest that would accrue that year. 
4 votwithstanding money was more plenty at that 
time than at present, and the disposition to invest it 
in land much greater, and notwithstanding the lands 
then oflered were as valuable as any owned by the 
state, yet only a small portion could be sold, and the 
policy had to be abandoned as unavailing. = 

This serves to demonstrate the impracticability of 
realizing funds from the landed resources of the state, 
to pay the interest upon her debt. 


[DEPRECIATION OF PROPERTY.—DIRECT TAXATION 
WILL BE UNAVAILABLE. | 

It now becomes necessary to consider the only re- 
maining resort within your reach, which is as before 
stated-—direct taxation. aah: 

To this subject, in which the character and dignity 
of the state, as well asthe interest of the public 
creditors, and the people, whom you represent, are 
so deeply involved, your most serious consideration 
is invited. 

At the date of my last message, a resort to this 
measure at the present time, for the payment of in- 
terest, was contemplated, and its practicability was 
not doubted. It was believed by adopting rigid eco- 
nomy in the public expenditures, that not only suffi- 
cient revenue, for the ordinary expenses of the gov- 
ernment could be derived from the personal property 
aud Jands then taxable, at the rate of taxes then 
jevied, but that a considerable surplus might be saved. 
This surplus added to the revenue, that it was anti- 
cipated would be collected from the vast quantity of 
jands annually becoming taxable, would go far to- 
wards the payment of interest upon the interna] im- 
provement debt. In the mean time it was expected 
that sales of canal lands would be made to meet the 
interest that would accrue upon the canal debt. But 
this expedient as before stated, has failed, and now 
this debt, if provided for, must become like that of 
the internal improvement, a burden upon taxation: it 
therefore becomes necessary from this single source, 
to raise annually, for purposes of interest, $670,282 
77 instead of $320,700. Nor is this the only obsta- 
cle, great as it is, that must be encountered in adopt- 
ing this policy. 

The experience of this, and the past year, has 
shown that the revenue derived from the natural in- 
crease of personal property, and the vast quantity of 
lands annually becoming taxable, will little more 
than compensate for the reduction produced by the 
decrease in the value of taxable property, caused by 
the pecuniary embarrassments of the country. 

By reference to the assessment list, it will be seen 
that the quantity of taxable lands for the present 
year exceeds that of the last more than 3,000,000 of 
acres, Which, at the lowest valuation, increased the 
revenue $27,000. Yet the reduction upon the value 
of property previously taxable was so great, that the 
aggregate assessment of the present year is only in- 
creased $10,000. 

It ought not to be overlooked that this great re- 
duction in the value of taxable property has occur- 
red under the operation of the precautionary pro- 
vision enacted by the last legislature, fixing the mini- 
mum valuation of taxable land at three dollars per 
acre, without which it is evident that that reduction 
would have been much greater. 

It is now obvious, that in consequence of the al- 
most total annihilation of our circulating medium, 
that a still greater reduction in the value of taxable 
property must ensue for the next year, and be 
continued from year to year, so long as the cause 
Which produced it shall exist; while the quantity of 
hew lands annually becoming taxable, will be rapidly 
diminished. 

Thus, it will be perceived that the hopes which 
Were formerly so confidently indulged, of paying the 
interest upon our public debt by this means, have been 
doubly disappointed. ; 

We cannot now expect to realize a revenue from 
taxation, sufficient to pay any considerable portion 
of it, without greatly increasing the rate. Under ex- 
isting cireumstances, however, the present rate is 
found to be so burthensome and oppressive, that I 
have felt constrained, in another part of this commu- 
nication, to recommended its reduction. 

Owing to our accumulated misfortunes, the tides 
of emigration and wealth have ceased to flow into 
the state. All the channels of trade are completely 
obstructed, and the vitality of business seems almost 
extinct, 

In many places money cannot be realized in suffi- 


i tle tens 


oan oe 





The products of the country cannot be disposed 
of for cash at any price, and remain unavaila- 
ble on the hands of the producers, or are barter- 
ed for the necessary articles of domestic consump- 
tion. 

The greatest inconvenience and difficulty will be 
experienced in producing current funds for the 
payment of taxes. To increase the rate at the 


rassment and distress, and to impose upon the 
people a burthen which they could not possibly en- 
ure. 

Therefore, | am forced to the unpleasant and hu- 
miliating conviction, that you cannot from this source, 
or any other at your command, make any permanent 
provision for the payment of interest. 

[REDUCTION OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE DEBT. Ligut- 

DATION SUGGESTED. | 

The only possibility of relief from the heavy em- 
barrassments under which the state is laboring, must | 
be by reduction of the principal: to the attainment of 
this desirable object all our energies and resources | 
should be directed. 
In view of the difficulties surrounding our affairs, | 
and the crisis at which we have arrived, it will de- | 
volve upon this general assembly to devise the means, | 
and adopt such policy, as will most speedily and suc- | 


cessfully call into requisition and render available the | 
resources of the state. | 
Although cash cannot at present be realized for! 
the lands owned by the state, it is nevertheless, | 
confidently believed, that by the time the outstand-| 
ing bonds become payable, those lands will attain a, 
value at least equal to the whole amount of the pub- 
lic debt. | 
But as we are unable to pay the accruing interest, | 
it is evident that its accumulation will exceed the an-| 
nual increase of our means; and when the bonds be-}| 
come due, our ability to meet our obligations will be | 
no greater than at present. 
herefore, necessity would seem to point out the| 
propriety, if possible, of going into liquidation now, | 
by placing those lands, by legislative enactment, at 
the option of the holders of our bonds. 
By this means it is believed that the interest of | 
the public creditors themselves would be promot-| 


\ 


ed to a very great degree, as it would afford them | 
the opportunity of realizing Jends upon equitable | 
terms, for the bonds they hold, which otherwise | 
must continue unavailable upon their hands, so| 
long as the interest accruing upon them remains un- | 
aid. 

“ The adoption of this measure would at least evince | 
a willingness on the part of the state to do justice 
to her creditors to the utmost of her ability, and 
should they be disposed to avail themselves of it, 
might enable her to reduce her debt, perhaps to a 
manageable sum. Should this policy be adopted, the 
legisJature will see the propriety of applying the canal 
lands exclusively to the redemption of the debt con- 
tracted on account of the canal. 


[COLLECTION OF STATE REVENUE, AND RETRENCH- 
MENT. | 
In consequence of the depreciation of the notes of | 
the state bank ot Lllinois, it became my duty, in con- | 
junction with the auditor and treasurer, under to pro- | 
visions of an act entitled “‘an act, concerning the 








| were completely within their grasp. 


Owing to the failure of both our banks, and the 
consequent scarcity of money, the produce of the 
country is reduced to the lowest price, in many 
places cash cannot be realized for it at all. It -will 
be difficult if not impossible to procure current 
funds for the payment of taxes. A just regard for 
their interest dictates that the least possible amount 
should be exacted from them for this purpose at pre- 


present time -weuld be to inflict general embar-| sent. 


[RATE OF TAXATION. ] 
I would therefore earnestly recommend that 
the rate of taxes be reduced as Jow as the most 
economical administration of the government will 


justify. 


[CONDITION OF THE BANKS. ] 

The condition of our banking institutions demands 
your most.sertous attention. Since the unfortunate 
alliance between them and the state was consummat- 
ed, they have been the constant objects of legisla- 
tive favor. In order to make that alliance mutually 
profitable to the banks and the state, and beneficial 
to the people, the most liberal policy towards them 
has been uniformly pursued. Their suspension of 
specie payments was legalized, and new and extra- 
ordinary privileges added to their originally liberal 
charters. The state contributed her utmost aid to 
establish their credit and give currency to their 
circulation. The safe keeping and disbursement 
of her revenue was confided to one, and the notes 
of both made receivable in payment of all her 
dues. 

Upon institutions thus favored it was natural that 
people should bestow the full measure of their confi- 
dence. Not the slightest doubt of either their solven- 
cy or fidelity was entertained. The interests of the 
country were deemed perfectly secure under their 
control. It was expected that the facilities they af- 
forded would be ample and permanent, and that their 
circulation would constitute a safe and convenient 
currency. 

All this confidence however was misplaced, and 
was enjoyed by the banks only to be abused. 

The most improvident use was made of their cre- 
dit, discounts were unguardedly made, accommoda- 
tidns imprudently granted, and their issues extend- 
ed, not only beyond all the bonds of moderation and 
prudence, but greatly beyond their ability to redeem 
them. 

The inevitable consequence of this impolitic and 
extravagant course, was a resort for the second time 
to a suspension of specie payments. The disregard 
of principle and faithlessness manifested by this act 
should have deprived them at once of all legislative 
support. But at this time they had entwined them- 
selves almost indissolubly around the interests of the 
country. Every department of business and trade 
was entirely at their mercy—the people and state 
The pecuniary 
embarrassment and distress that would have been 
occasioned by the sudden withdrawal of their paper 
from circulation was truly alarming. 

Influenced by these considerations, and deceived 


' by the deceitful prospects held out by the banks, that 


they would in a short time be able to recover from 
their difficulties, the legislature, which assembled 
soon after their suspension, again rendered its aid 
and indulgence. The utmost liberality and lenity 


payment of revenue, and for other purposes,” ap-| was extended to them at that and the succeeding ses- 


proved January 16th, 1836, to publish a proclamas| 
tion, prohibiting the collectors from receiving the} 
paper of that institution, in payment of revenue, from | 
and after the 12th of September last. Ip order still | 
further to protect the interests of the state, it be-| 
came necessary to address the collectors a subse- 
quent communication admonishing them that the 
notes of the Bank of Illinois could not be received 
for more than their current value, and requesting 
them to suspend the further collection of revenue 
until after the meeting of the legislature. It is un- 





sion. Every measure that would tend to relieve their 
émbarrassments and sustain their sinking credit was 
freely adopted. By pursuing this policy they merely 
postponed a calamity which it was not in their power 
to avert. 

That calamity has since fallen upon the country 
with a paralyzing force. The paper of the banks has 
depreciated to about one-third of its nominal value. 
Thus, a loss has been inflicted upon the country cor- 
responding to this depreciation, upon the whole 
amount of their notes in cireulation. 





derstood that this request has been generally com- 
plied with, and in most of the counties no collections 
have yet been made. This course was suggested 
under the impression that little or no injury would 


The injury they have in this manner occasion- 
ed has been greatly aggravated and increased by 
the peculiar circumstances under which it occur- 
red. 





result to the state, in consequence ef the delay, and 
that you would have it in your power to relieve the 
people from at least a portion of their burthen. It 
was believed by introducing proper reform and re- 
trenchment, the ordinary expenses of the state goven- 
ment might be reduced greatly below former esti- 
mates. 

With a view to this object a plan will be submit- 
ted for your consideration by the proper officers ex- 
hibiting the various items of expenditure upon which 
reductions may be made. Should this plan prove 
practicable, the rate of taxes levied upon the pre- 
sent assessment may be reduced nearly one half. As 
the revenue now duc is designed to meet the expen- 
ditures for 1843, the proposed reduction may be ap- 
plied with great propriety to the assessinent of the 





cient amounts to answer as a medium of exchange. 


present year. 


The failure ofa multitude of benks in the neigh- 
| boring states, and the great reduction which had been 
effected in the circulation of others, preparatory to 
| a resumption of specie payments, had caused an ex- 
| clusive reliance for a currency upon our own institu- 
| tions. The sudden depreciation of their paper has 
therefore almost entirely deprived us of a circulating 
medium. They still remain in a state of suspension, 
and will, I presume, in some manner, be, made the 
subject of legislation. 
[REPEAL OF THEIR CHARTERS RECOMMENDED. | 

Should you merely withdraw your support from 
them, and leave them in the possession of their char- 
tered privileges, by availing themselves of the re- 
duced value of their paper, they will probably be 
able at some future period, to resume specie pay- 
ments, aud to some extent, regain their credit.— 
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Should this ever happen, there is every reason to ap- 
prehend that it would only be to repeat their course 
of imprudente and folly, and to expose the country 
again to its ruinous and withering effects. They 
have already failed to accomplish the object for 
which they were created, and have proved them- 
selves utterly unworthy of trust or confidence. A 
just regard for the public interest requires that their 
corporate existence should be speedily terminated.— 
As the most direct and effectual mode of attaining 
this object, I would recommend a repeal! of their 
charters. The power of a succeeding legislature to 
repeal any act of a preceding one affecting the pub- 
lic interest, results from the very nature of our in- 
stitutions. It is the only effectual security of the 
rights of individuals against the invasions of corpo- 
rate bodies. The period has arrived when it has be- 
come necessary that this power should be asserted 
and exercised. The careless and unguarded manner 
in which chartered privileges have been granted, the 
boldness and impunity with which those privileges 
have been abused, and the injury which has thus 
been inflicted upon the people, forcibly illustrate the 
absurdity and danger of subscribing to the doctrine 
of vested rights. The only effectual mode of re- 
straining the grasping and overreaching spirit of mo- 
nopolies, and of confining them within their charter- 
ed limits, is by a prompt and wholesome exercise of 
the repealing power. Prudence, of course, would ¢ic- 
tate that this power should never be wantonly or un- 
necessarily employed, but when the conduct of a cor- 
porate institution renders it necessary, or the public 
welfare demands it—it should be unhesitatingly exer- 
eised. The unwarrantable conduct of our banks, 
and their relations to the interest of the people, ren- 
der them in my estimation proper subjects for ifs ap- 
plication. Should you concur with me in opinion, 


















































and repeal their charters, it will become your duty to | 
provide by law for a final settlement of their ac-| 
counts, in such a manner as to secure as faras pos- 
sible the rights of both the stockholder and credi- 
tors. 

[DISTRIBUTION OF LAND PROCEEDS. No AGENT Ap- 





POINTED TO RECEIVE THE QuOTA OF ILLINOIS. | 

A communication was addressed to me by the act- 
ing secretary of the treasury, dated November 4th, | 
1842, stating ‘‘that the accounting officers have ad-_ 
justed the accounts of the several states and territo-_ 
ries, under the act of congress entitled ‘‘an act to ap-| 
propriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, | 
and to grant pre-emption rights,”’ approved Septem- | 
ber 4th, 1841; and that the sum of $46,289 35 (in-| 
cluding the additional ten per centum) has been) 
found due to the state of Illinois. From this, there | 
will be deducted the amount due the United States) 
on account of interest due and unpaid on certain) 
stocks of the state, held by the United States, and) 
the balance will be duly paid on the application of | 
the authorised agent of the state.” The third sec- | 
tion of the act above recited prevides, that the dis- 
tributive share of money due to any state or territo- 
ry under the provisions of the law shall be paid to 
any person or persons whom the legislature thereof | 
should authorise to receive the same, or in case the| 
legislature was not in session, to any person or per-| 
sons whom the governorshould appoint. The period 
of time which was to elapse between the receipt of 
the above communication and your meeting was so 
short that the state could not be injured by the de- 
lay, and as I conceived the matter of sufficient im-| 
portance to require your action, I thought proper to 
decline authorising an agent to receive the money, 
and now submit it entirely for your consideration.— | 
I was more strongly prompted to adopt this course 
by a knowledge of the fact, that the legislatures of 
several of the states have not only refused to accept 
the sums of money to which their states respectiye- 
ly became entitled under the provisions of the same 
Jaw, but have expressed in strong and decided terms 
their entire disapprobation of the distribution poli- 
cy. The patriotism and devotion to principle that 
these legislative bodies have evinced, by resisting the 
influence of this seductive and dangerous policy, 
cannot in my estimation be too highly commend- 
ed. it would be a source of great gratification 
should you in your wisdom think proper to imi- 
tate their example. 


[UNCONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE DISTRIBUTION ACT | 

The distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands to the states, is manifestly an exercise of | 
power on the part of congress not delegated by the con- | 
stitution of the U. States. The revenue derived from | 
the sales of the public lands does not differ in any re- 
spect from the revenue collected from customs. ‘This | 
is evident from the fact, that the cost of purchas- | 
ing and surveying the public lands is paid out of the | 
revenue derived from customs, and whatever deficit! 
is occasioned in the United States treasury by the’! 
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distribution of the former, must be supplied by the | treasuries. 


The revenue derived from these two sources being 
in its character the same, congress cannot exercise 
any more power over one portion than it could over 
the other. If therefore, it can distribute the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, it follows that 
it can also distribute the revenue collected from 
customs. It then becomes a question, whether or 
not the constitution of the United States clothes 
congress with the power to collect revenue for the 
purpose of distributing to the states. The powers 
conferred upon congress by the constitution, are of 
two classes: first, those which are expressly delegat- 
ed; and second, those which are essential er necessa- 
ry to the exercise of delegated powers. The distri- 
bution of the revenue or any portion of it among 
the states, is not enumerated among the delegated 
powers, nor will any one, } presume, maintain that 
it is essential to the exercise of any delegated power. 
Hf this view of the subject be correct, the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the states, is not warranted by the constitu- 
tion, and is therefore an usurpation on the part of 
congress. 

This conelusion is strengthened. by the considera- 
tion that while the people conferred upon congress 
the power to collect revenue for the support of the 
general government, they reserved to the states all 
the authority and power necessary to collect revenue 
for the support of the state governments respec- 
tively. 

Having thus pointed out the unconstitutionality of 
this measure, I should leave it without further com- 
ment, were it not for the fact that it is presented to 
you under circumstances somewhat peculiar. The 
great financial embarrassments under which the 
state is laboring, furnish a pretext, though not a jus- 
tification, for your accepting the money that has ac- 
crued to this state under the provisions of the distri- 
bution act. The necessities of the state, however 
great they may be, cannot, in the slightest degree, 
justify you in sanctioning the violation of the sacred 
principles of the constitution. The importance and 
value of those principles cannot be estimated by pal- 
try considerations of money. They are the land- 
marks which have guided our course through periods 
of prosperity, and must not be lost sight of in sea- 
sons of adversity. Prudence, as well as consisten- 
cy, requires that we should at all times and under 
all circumstances, insist upon a Pi adherence to 
them on the part of our rulers. our action there- 
fore upon this subject, whatever it may be, must be 
regulated, not by considerations of the convenience 
or necessity of the state, but by solemn convictions 
of your duty as legislators under the constitution.— 
Another pretext for accepting the portion of the dis- 
tribution money, now due the state, is found in the 
fact that the law making the distribution, is suspend- 
ed in its operations, and no further distribution will 
probably take place. This, however, is an errone- 
ous view of the subject. The acceptance of any 
portion of the money by the legislature of the state, 
would be a full and complete acknowledgment of the 
constitutionality of the law. And thus a precedent 
would be established for the regulation of all future 
legislation upon the subject. 

It must not be forgotten that the suspension of the 
law is only temporary, and that its operations will be 
renewed whenever the causes which have produced 
the suspension shall cease to exist, or be removed by 
the further action of congress. That one or the oth- 


| er of these contingencies will soon happen, there can 


be little doubt. The policy of distribution is pro- 
gressive in its nature, and will not be easily checked. 
This is manifest from the insidious, though rapid 
progress it has made since its development up to the 
present time. 

It first disclosed itself in 1836, when the question 
of disposing of the surplus revenue was in agitation. 
The obstacle which the constitution of the United 
States presented against its distribution to the states, 
could not at that time beovercome. This obstacle was 
however circumvented by the provisions of the act 
of congress, entitled “an act to regulate the depo- 
sites of the public money,” under which the surplus 
revenue was Virtually distributed to the states. At 
the special session of 1841, the constitutional barrier 
was effectually broken down, and an act passed by 
congress to distribute to the states the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands. This act was passed 
when there was no surplus in the treasury, when a 


‘debt of many millions was hanging over it, and when 


only a few weeks previous to its passage, and during 
the same session of congress, it had become necessa- 
ry to authorise a loan of twelve millions of dollars 
to defray the expenses of the government. At this 
time some of the states, it is true, were deeply m- 
volved in debt, but others again were not only entire- 
ly free from debt, but actually had surplusses in their 
Yet it was proposed to distribute the 


|land revenue to the states, and supply its places in 





poise ne 


eet —_ 


the national treasury by a loan. The- extravagance 
and folly of this measure, can only be accounted for 
by the corrupting influence of the distribution Policy 
he moment the states yield to this tempting infin 
ence, their independence and sovereignty will be at 
an énd. privilege of expending the revenue 
without any of the restraints which the responsibili- 
ty of its collection imposes, will destroy every prin- 
ciple of moderation and economy. The eXtrava- 
gance which would thus be engendered, would fyr- 
nish Gongress with a pretext for collecting by means 
of oppressive duties.an enormous revenue from the 
people, or for encumbering their Jabor and industry 
ee for ages to come with an immense nationa} 
ebt. 


[ILLINOIS AND MICHIGAN CANAL. ] 


At the last session of the general assembly it was 
known that the provision of selling bonds at par, for 
the construction of the Illinois and Michigan canal] 
which had been previously made, owing to their de. 
preciation in the market, had become and was likely 
to continue unavailing. 


Tn consequence, however, of the exhausted means 
and fallen credit of the state, no further provision 
for its prosecution could be made. Since that time, 
the only reliance for the progress of the work has 
been the remainder of the proceeds of the sale of 
1,000,000 of bonds negotiated by Gen’l Thornton, in 
1840. After these funds were exhausted, a portion 
of the contractors prosecuted their contracts to com- 
pletion, and proposed to receive from the canal com- 
missioners bonds at par for the estimates due them. 
Accordingly, bonds were executed and paid to them 
to the amount of $197,000. But the unprecedented 
depreciation of Illinois stocks about this time in the 
eastern market rendered a further continuance of 
this expedient unavailtng. Since then the principal 
operations upon it have been carried on by the con- 
tractors, without any aid from the state, in order to 
finish existing contracts, and unless means can be 
derived from some new source, the further prosecu- 
tion of this work at present is impossible. 

Fora statement of its progress and present condi- 
tion, I refer you to the report which will be submit- 
ted by the board of commissioners. 


According to a statement recently received from 
the acting commissioner, the amount which has been 
expended towards its construction is computed at 
about $4,800,000, and the amount which will be re- 
quired for its completion is estimated at $3,000 000. 

It is to be deeply lamented that our embarrass- 
ments are such that we cannot at present realise this 
sum for so noble a purpose. ‘The completion of this 
magnificent work has long been anticipated as the 
grand achievement which was to distinguish and 
give character to Hlinois. The sublimity of con 
necting the great chain of northern Jakes with the 
mayestic Mississippi, could only be equalled by its 
utility. The advantages of this communication in 
order to be fully appreciated must be realized. 


Its completion would give a new and powerful im- 
pulse to every department of business and industry 
throughout the entire state, and to this source, more 
than to all others combined, we might look for relief 
from our present difficulties. The advantages it 
would present, and the facilities it would afford, 
would cause tides of emigration and floods of wealth 
to pour into her bosom. Capital would be invested, 
manufactories erected, and improvements multiplied. 
While the revenue, which would be derived from the 
rents of surplus water power and tolls, would furn- 
ish a permanent and increasing fund which might be 
applied to the payment of interest upon the public 
debt. 


[MEMORIAL FOR AID FROM GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
SUGGESTED. | 

Although we Lave no means which we can apply 
to the prosecution of the canal at present, yet its 
great importaace, and the vast amount which has 
been already expended upon it, when compared with 
the sum wanting for its completiion, forbid the idea 
of its abandonment. I would, therefore, respectful- 
ly submit the propriety of memorializing congress to 
grant to the state an additional quantity of lands, 
which, together with what remains of the former 
donation, will be sufficient for the remaining cost of 
its construction. 

With a view to this object, our efficient and praise- 
worthy senator, R. M. Young, has introduced a bill 
into the senate of the United States, appropriating 
477.818 acres of land for that purpose. This quan- 
tity is necessary to raise the grants made to this 
state to an equality with those already received by 
the state of Ohio. The bill was referred to the ap- 
propriate committee, and will probably be reported 
and acted upon during the present session of con- 
gress. Should it be properly urged its success | 
confidently anticipated. 


—_—— 
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The importance of opening this communication and others mentioned in the law, was merely regard- | 


not only to [}linois, but: to all the states ¢ nd territo-| 
ries bordering upon the Lakes and Mississippi, oH 
ell. as the facilities it would afford, for the trans- 
ortation of the mails, and in case of War the troops 
and munitions of war, mark it as an enterprize of 
high national character. 
Lee comely rages 08 | 

Under the provisions of an acfof congress enti- 
{led ‘an act for the apportionment of representa- 
tives among the several states according to the sixth 
census,” Illinois will hereafter be entitled to seven 
members. It therefore becomes your duty to pro- 
vide by law for the election of that number of repre- 
sentatives to the twenty-eighth congress. It cannot 
failto be a source of gratification and pride to the 
citizens of Illinois, that while the ratio of represen- 
tation has been raised so high as considerably to di- 
minish the aggregate number of representatives, and 
of course to reduce the representation of many of 
the states, such has been the almost unexampled in- 
crease of our population since the last apportion- 
ment that our own representation has been more 
than doubled. 

[ELECTION LAWS. ] 

The frequent recurrence of abuses of the elective 
franchise in this and other states, should admonish 
us of the necessity of more carefully and more effec- 
tually guarding that right. With a view to the ac- 
complishment of that object, I would respectfully, 
but earnestly recommend, that the laws regulating 
elections be revised and so amended. as to increase 
the penalties to be inflicted for their violation. And, 
also at all future elections in this state to prohibit 
persons from voting in any precinct except the one 
in which they may actually reside. This provision, 
while it would not abridge the rights of any voter, 
would protect the institution from frauds and cor- 
ruption. And although it might operate inconveni- 
ently in some instances, yet its necessity, and the 
importance of the object to be attained by it, would 
abundantly justify its enactment. ‘Che preservation 
of this right in its utmost purity is essential to the 
maintenance of all our other republican institutions. 
Through its exercise alone can the majority of the 
people peaceably redress their wrongs, enact their | 
laws, and select their. rulers, and retain the powers | 
of government in their own hands. While its exer- 
cise secures us the enjoyment of all the privileges | 
and immunities of freemen, its abuse would be! 
equally fatal to our Jiberty. Its corruption would | 
subject the virtuous and intelligent majority to the 
usurpation and tyranny of a vicious and ignorant mi- | 
nority, Thus, this institution, instead of protect- | 
ing and supporting the government, would become | 
the means of its overthrow. It would therefore seem 
that any provision which may be necessary for its ' 
preservation should be promptly and unhesitatingly | 


adopted. ‘ 





LAND DONATIONS FROM THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT. | 

By an act of congress, entitled ‘‘an act to distribute | 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to | 
grant pre-emption rights,” approved September 4th, 
1841, the quantity of 210,134 85 100 acres of land 
was granted to the state of Lilinois. An act was pas- 
sed on the 19th of March, 1842, authorising the 
governors of the states of Illinois, Arkansas, and 
Missouri, to select the lands granted to those states 
respectively. 

In conformity with the provisions of this act; I ap- 
pointed agents. and caused the before-mentioned 
quantity of land to be selected and located, with the 
registers of the land offices in the different districts 
in which the selections were made. In selecting 
this land, the agents were directed to visit and exa- 
mine every separate tract, and to select none but the 
first quality. By the accompanying reports you will 
perceive that they discharged the trust confided to 
them with great care and fidelity. The land is re- 
presented to be of the finest quality, and advantage- 
ousiy located, and will, | have no doubt, prove high- 
ly yaluable to the state. Although this land was 
granted by the law which provides for the distribu- 
lion of the Jand revenue among the states, to which 
measure | have felt constrained in another part of 
this communication to express my decided objec- 
tions, yet those objections are not applicable to a 
grant of land. Congress cannot distribute the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands to the states, 
yet it might with the utmost propriety donate por- 
tions of those lands to the states in which they are 
situated. The proceeds of these lands applied to the 
opening of communications, and the construction of 
improvements, which would encourage the growth 
and advancement of the new states, would greatly 
enhance the value and facilitate the sale of the gov. 
ernment lands within their limits. 

This enlightened and liberal policy was long since 
adopted, and extensive donations made to several of 


ed as an act of justice, which was necessary in or- 
der to place them upon an equality with the 
had previously received similar grants. 
[C ONCLUSION. | 

Having thus, in an imperfect manner, presented a 
few of the most prominent subjects which demand 
your consideration, such other matters as may solicit 
your attention I must leave your own wisdom to sug- 
gest. I sincerely regret that it has been my duty to 
exhibit so dark and gloomy a view of our present 
condition. Itis truly unfortunate that the errors of 
past Jegislation should have impeded the progress, 
and almost destroyed the prosperity, of the state. 
But the experience we have had, and the lessons of | 
economy it has taught, will enable us in time to re- 
pair the injuries that have been inflicted. And I 
confidently hope that the energies of the people, aid- 
ed and encouraged by wiser councils, will rapidly | 
develope the resources of the state, and soon place 
her upon that eminence which she is at some future 
period destined to attain. I should do injustice to 
my feelings were I close this my last official commu- 
nication without expressing the profoundest sense of 
my gratitude to my fellow citizens for the kindness 
and partiality they evinced in elevating me to the 
station from which I am about to retire, and congr4- 
tulating them upon their choice of a successor, whose 
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experience, integrity and talents so eminently quali- | 


fy him for discharging the responsibilities he is about 
to assume. 

In conclusion, [ would invoke upon your labours 
the blessings of Him whose province it is to rule the 
destiny of nations. May He endow you with under- 
standing and wisdom, that will enlighten and guide 
your deliberations, that your acts may prove saluta- 
ry to the public good. THOMAS CARLIN. 

Spring field, December, 7, 1842. 
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REPORT OF THE MAJOR GENERAL OF 
THE ARMY. 
Headquarters of the army, Washington Nov. 14, 1842. 
Sir: [ have the honor to submit the tabular views 


of the army annually required from this office, to- 
gether with a succinct report of operations and 





‘tribes shall be brought together, and 
cance of their numbers seen, with the fact that per- 
haps anta family remains unbroken, the desire of 


| nicate orders for stopping hostilities. 


—= 
are anxious to join their proper tribe, beyond Arkan- 
sas, early in the spring. When all the fragments of 
the insignifi~ 


reunion in the distant west can hardly fail to become 
almost universal; and this expectation was a great 
motive to the arrangement now ina train of suc- 
cessful execution. 

As was feared, but could not have been entirely 
prevented, some murders were committed at the’ be- 
ginning of the arrangement, by parties of distant 
Creeks, before runners could find them, to commu- 
After a delay, 
this was done, and it is not known that any subse- 
quent painful event has occurred. 

Brigadier general Worth visited the north on duty, 
and for a little merited recreation, late in August.— 
He was back in Florida at the beginning of this 
month. In that short absence he has been well rep- 
resented by colonel Vose, of the 4th infantry, who 
has taken all proper measures to protect the expo- 
sed citizens, and to stimulate the collection of the 
Indians. His exertions, under the circumstances, 
have been crowned with reasonable success, and 
both commanders are probably now (the 11th) at 
Tampa Bay, to meet the Creeks, (by appointment of 
the colonel,) who are en rowte to the district which 
they are temporarily to occupy. Before closing this 
paper, we may hope to receive further satisfactory 
intelligence from that quarter. 

Besides two companies of the 3d artillery at St. 
Augustine, and two of the 7th infantry at Fort, 
Brooke, (Tampa Bay,) intended as permanent garri- 
sons, the 3d and 8th infantry are held on the theatre 
of recent hostilities, to observe the full execution of 
the arrangement with the Indians, and, at the same 
time, to reassure the neighboring citizens. After a 
few months, it is probable that both regiments will 
be disposable for other points, where their presence 
is constantly needed, 

The transfers of troops, within the year, have been 
numereus, mostly from Florida, and in proportion as 
the war iff that quarter approached to a close. 

The 6th infantry left the theatre of operations in 
February, to take position at Jefferson barracks 





transfers of troops since November, 1841. 

Of field operations there have been none, except 
under Colonel (since Bravet Brigadier General) 
Worth, in Florida. His movements against the hos- 
tile Indians in that territory, during seven months, 
commencing with December, were numerous, inces- 


(near St. Louis) asa western reserve; thence, on 
an alarm, it proceeded to the upper Red river in 
April, where, leaving six companies, four returned to 
garrison Forts Smith and Gibson, on the Arkansas. 
The 3d artillery followed in March, to garrison the 











works in Pensacola harbor, at Mobile point, New © 
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sant, well combined, and attended with great general | Orleans, and its vicinity. The 2d infantry was the 





| with searcely an intermediate exception, gave to the 


and patient endurance of their men. At intervals 
all were cheered by partial captures. 


success. The officers, down to the junior in rank | 
chief in command a zealous and effective support, | 
and were, in turn, well sustained by the hardihood | 


! 


The principals 
combat occurred in April, and was waged with spirit | 
on both sides, between a few companies of different | 
regiments under the gallant Worth in person, and | 
the desperate band of Halleck Tustenuggee. ‘The} 
result, on the spot, was the total defeat of the enemy | 
with a small loss on our part, soon followed by the 


der. Lieutenant Colonel Garland of the 4th, Major 
(since Brevet Lieutenant Colonel) Belknap of the 


the commander of a small detachment,) together with 
Major Cooper and Lieut. Sprague, of the staff, were 
all handsomly complimented in the oflicial report. 


The forced surrenders, on this and many previous 


perhaps less than 300—including men, women and 
children—widely scattered over the territory, in 
small fragments of bands. 
decided on a corressponding change of measures, his 
views were despatched to colonel Worth, May 12th. 
Under his judicious management, a cessation of hos- 
tilities was early brought about, on the condition that 
such of these Indians as might not choose volunta- 
rily to emigrate to the west shonld pass without un- 
necessary delay, into certain narrow limits in the 
south of the territory, and far from the resident citi- 
zens. 

The Indians who were at the time below Tampa 
Bay are already within those limits, and there is ev- 
ery reason for the continued belief that the remain- 
der (principally fugitive Creeks from Alabama, in 


their promises—dilatoriness, under the circumstan- 
ces, being common to all the aboriginal tribes. In 
fact, it is just officially known that the principal 
Creek chiefs, with their parties, are actually on their 
way to the new limits prescribed, from middle F lori- 
da, leaving but a very small number further west, 
(on the Ocklocknee,) who are expected soon to fol- 





the states. The present grant, therefore, to Illinois, 


low. It is further known that most of those people 


capture of the entire band and its enterprising lea- | 


Sth, major Plympton of the 2nd, (infantry regi-' 
ments,) and captain Ker of the 2nd dragoons, (each 


occasions, had now reduced the Indians at large to | 


The president having | 


1836,) will also, in a little while more, comply with | 


next to embark (in May) to relieve the 4th artillery in 
the works from Lake Erie to the foot of Lake Onta- 
rio, when the latter regiment came down to gar- 
rison Fort Monroe, Hampton Roads, Fort Severn, 
Annapolis, and Fort McHenry, near Baltimore.— 
The 2d infantry also relieved a company ef the 
Ist artillery at Plattsburg, (Lake Champlain,) 
which thence went to Fort Adams, (Rhode Island,) 
and the 4th artillery found one company of the 2d 
artillery at Fort Monroe, which then joined others 
of the same regiment in the harbor of- New York.— 
| Of the five troops of the 2nd dragoons remaining in 
Florida at the date of my last annual report, four 
marched in June: one was halted asa part of the 
garrison at the Baton Rouge arsenal; three joined the 
first half of the regiment on the Red river; and the 
troop left in Florida has since (in September) been 
added to the garrison of Baton Rouge—a favorable 
position whence to ascend any of the western rivers, 
or to descend to New Orleans. The 7th infantry, 
‘stationing as has heen said, two companies at 
Tampa Bay, left the fleld in June, to relieve the 3d 
artillery along the Gulf, west, and about New Or- 
Jeans, when the latter regiment passed around to the 
Atlantic, and now occupies Fort Marion, St. Augus- 
tine, (Oglethrope barracks, Savannah,) Fort Moul- 
trie, (Charleston harbor,) Fort Macon. (Beaufort, N. 
| Carolina,) and Fort Johnson, (below Wilmington, on 
|the Cape Fear); and, finally, six companies of the 
| 4th infantry left Florida in September, and have been 
| joined by three from the Arkansas, of the same regi- 
iment, at Jefferson barracks. The reserve in this 
| central position, now consists of but eight companies 
—one of the same regiment being still at Baton 
| Rouge and another having recently gone toa new 
post on the Marmatou, west of Missouri. 


| The same alarm thft took the 6th infantry to Red 
river caused the march of five troops of the Ist dra- 
zoons from Fort Leavenworth, on the Missouri, as 
| far south asthe Arkansas. They haye returned north, 
-and Fort Wayne, in the Cherokee country, having 
been abendoned, its garrison (two troops of the same 
regiment) were ordered to establish the new post on 
the Marmatoy. There have beena few other trans- 
fers of single companies, which, with the actual dis- 
tribution of the whole army, Wil be sufficientlp seen 
in the table (C) herewith. 
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It cannot be doubted that the efficiency of regi- 


ments is improved or maintained by occasional in- | 
lhese are sometimes highly reasonable, 


terchanges. 
on account of sickly distriets and other local hard- 
ships. The different corps belong equally to the 
whole Union. Each should therefore, limited by the 
character of its arm, in respect to particular districts 
of country, participate, in regular turn, in all the ine- 
qualities of the service. No early change will how- 
ever be made, unless induced by—1. Some public 
exigency. 2. The withdrawment of the 3d and Sth 
infantry from Florida, to reinforce exposed frontiers. 
3. The extension of the Ist dragoons to the left as 
far south as the junction of the False Washita with 
the Red river, which will be necessary if the 2d 
should be dismounted after the 3d of March next to- 
gether with a redistribution of the latter at a rifle re- 
giment. 

The changes last indicated involve serious frontier 
difficulties. The country west (and, in part, east) of 
a deflecting line passing from the upper Red river, 
through our cavalry posts, to Fort Snelling. at the 
Falls of St. Anthony—a distance of a thousand 
miles—is, very generally, of the character called 
prairie, or wild meadow, and abounds in warlike In- 
dians, who are mostly mounted. A warrior on horse- 
back looks upon foot soldiers, beyond musket shot, 
without any sense of danger. e now have seven 
cavalry posts in that immense country. With fewer, 
there would be no chain, and no moral influence ex- 
tended over many of the wild tribes. It is proposed 
to keep all those stations reinforced with portions of 
infantry, so that the whole cavalry may be constantly 
in readiness to dash over the wide prairies, as occa- 
sions require, or at least yearly, if only to exhibit 
themselves. The strength of a troop, under the 
late act, will soon be reduced from sixty to fifty pri- 
vates. One will not then be able to take the field 
singly. ‘Two (a squadron) will be indispensable to 
each of the four smaller, and four to each of the three 
larger posts—in all, two regiments. For these rea- 
sons, the near prospect of dismounting the 2d dra- 
goons is deeply to be regretted. 

The regiments, as they successfully came out of 
Florida, showed, as might have been apprehended, a 
loss of accuracy in tactical exercises, and also much 
of the high exterior of soldiers who had been opera- 
ting on a less difficult surface. These deficiencies 
have already, in part, disappeared, and, no doubt, 
will soon be wholly corrected. The same remarks 
are equally applicable to the troops remaining in that 
territory, but no longer plunged, night and day, into 
dreadful swamps and hammocks. 

The discipline, (order, subordination, ) of the army 
is, very generally, good and improving; the adminis- 
trative departments exaet, and the suppiies, (with re- 
cent exceptions in clothing,) excellent. 


It will be seen by the table D, in connexion with 
section Ist of the act of August 23, 1842, for reducing 
the number of privates in dragoon companies to fifty 
each, and in artillery and infantry companies to forty- 
two each, that it is not probable that the recruiting 
service will be renewed before the end of 1843. 


I forbear to press any new recommendation; but 
there are subjects presented at the end of my last an- 
nual report (assistant quartermasters and commissa- 
ries, inequality of pay between the staff and the line, 
pensions to widows and orphans, and an army asylum, ) 
which seem strongly to invite amelioration. With 
high respect, | have the honor to remain, sir, your 
most obedient servant, WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Hon. J. C. Spencer, secretary of war. 

Position and distribution ef troops. 
Military department No. 1, 
Commanded by Brevet E. P. ; 
Gaines, head-quarters, Bay  agsregat form 1,070 
of St. Louis, Baton Rouge, 
Military department No. 2, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. Z. Taylor, 
headquarters, Fort Smith. do. 
Military department No. 3, 
Colonel S. W. Kearney, head- 
quarters, Jefferson Barracks. do. 
Military department No. 4, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. H. Brady, 
headquarters, Detroit. do. 
Military department No. 5, 
Brig. Gen. John E. Wool, head- 
quarters, Tray. do. 
Military department No. 6, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. A. Eustis, 
headquarters, Portland. do. 
Military department No. 7, 
Colonel J. B. Walbach, head- 
quarters, Fort Motroe. do. 
Military department No. 8, 
Brevet Brig. Gen, W. K. Ar- 
mistead, headquarters Fort 
Moultrie. do. 
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Military department No. 9, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. Wa J. Worth, 


| 








headquarters, Fort Brooke. do. 1,644 
Mags Fe eel soe 
Absent, : . ‘ ‘ ; - 637 
Present, ‘ j ; 8,853 


Apportionment of arms to the militia for the year 1841, 
wnder the act of 1808, for arming and equipping the 
whole body of the militia. 


No. of arms. 
States and Date of No. of apportioned 
Territories. return. militia. in muskets. 
Maine Dec. 31, 1841 45 352 406 
New Hampshire June 11,1841 32,113 238 
Massachusetts Dec. 31,1841 87,215 782 
Vermont Dec. 1,:1841 27,536 247 
Rhode Island Dec. 24, 1841 4,491 40 
Connecticut Dec. 1, 1840 43,176 387 
New York Jan. 1, 1842 173,599 1,556 
New Jersey Dec. 2, 1829 39,171 351 
Pennsylvania Dec. 6,1841 236,171 2,116 
Delaware 1827 9,229 83 
Maryland Jan. 15,1839 46,864 420 
Virginia Noy. 20, 1841 107,547 964 
North Carolina Jan. 21, 1838 65,218 585 
South Carolina Dec. 1, 1840 48,817 438 
Georgia Feb. 15,1840 57,312 514 
Mississippi June 6,1838 36,084 323 
Tennessee Feb, 13, 1841 71,252 639 
Kentucky Dec. 10, 1840 82,335 738 
Ohio Dec. 28, 1841 180,258 1,616 
Indiana Jan. 4, 1833 53,913 483 
Illinois Feb. 24, 1841 83,234 746 
Missouri Nov. 18, 1841 59,689 535 
Arkansas Dec. 16, 1825 2,028 18 
Alabama Feb. 14, 1840 44,332. 397 
Louisiana -Jan. 1, 1830 14,808 133 
Michigan Dec. 1, 1841 12,786 115 
Florida Ter. Nov. 8, 1831 2,413 22 
Wisconsin Ter. Nov. 30, 1840 5,223 47 
Iowa territory No return. 
Dist. of Colum. Nov. 20, 1833 1,249 11 





1,673,415 15,000 
G. TALCOTT, Lieut. Col. Ordnance. 
Ordnance office, Washington, Nov. 1, 1842. 





TWENTY SEVENTH CONGRESS OP THE 
UNITED STATES—THIRD SESSION. 


SENATE. 

Decemper 29. The joint resolution from the house 
relating to the distribution of catalogues, &c. was ta- 
ken up amended and ordered to engrossment, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, Sc. That of the copies of the catalogue in 
the library of eongress last published, and now re- 
maining on hand, there be distributed by the librarian, 
one copy to each of the colleges and universities in 
the United States, that has not already been favored 
with the same and to each person entitled to the use 
of the library. 

The bill making compensation to pension agents, 
was then taken up, discussed, opposed by Mr. Benton 
and supported by Mr. Bates, and finally ordered to be 
engrossed. 

The senate adjourned. 





DecemsBer 30. The following resolution, submit- 
ted by Mr. Benton on yesterday, was adopted; 

Resolved, That, in addition to copies of all the cor- 
respondence with and from our ministers abroad in 
relation to the quintupie treaty, the president be re- 
quested to communicate to the senate, so far as may 
be compatible with the public snterest, copies of all 
such correspondence in relation to the late treaty 
with Great Britain. 

The senate then proceeded to consider, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, the bill to authorise the adop- 
tion of measures for the occupation of the territory 
Oregon. 


Mr. Linn rose and advacated the amendments re- 


|ported by the commiitee, and went into a brief dis- 
| cussion of the object of the bill and its general merits. 


Mr. Tappan moved to strike out the preamble, 
which is in the following words: 

‘‘Whereas the title of the United States to the ter- 
ritory of Oregon is certain and will not be abandon- 
ed: therefore,” &c. 

Mr. Linn defended the preamble with much zeal, 
giving at some length reasons why it should remain 
as expressed in the bill. 

Mr. WeRoberts defended the preamble and would 
give his vote in favor of the bill as amended. 

Mr. .4rcher was in favor of striking out the pream- 
ble, as he conceived it in bad taste; and he was the 





_ing it against all the world. 





as it did, from 


more surprised at it, emanating, 
gentleman so uniformly kind in his feelings 
raily correct in his phraseology. 

gine rgd rer remarks from Messrs. Lin» 
an an, the further discussion was po fr 

ihe present. Beene for 
Bills in yesterday’s proceedings ordered for en 
grossment were severally read a third time and pas- 
sed. One relating to the continuance of the office of 
commissioner of pensions being amended was passeq 

On motion fhe senate proceeded to the considera. 
tion of executive business: and, after a shor 
spent therein, 

Adjourned to Tuesday next. 

January 3. Mr. McDuffie, senator elect from the 
state of South Carolina, inthe room of Mr. W. ¢. Pres. 
ton, after being duly qualified, took his seat. 

Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, presented resolutions 
from the legislature of that state in relation to ro. 
funding the fine imposed on General Jackson in 18]5 
Also, relating to drilling militia officers of the United 
States. Also denying the right of congress to dic. 
tate to the states the mode of electing their represen. 
tatives. Severally read and ordered to be printed. 
Various petitions for modification, or repeal, or 
preservation of the bankrupt law were presented. 
The bill to authorise the adoption of measures fo, 
the occupation and settlement of the territory of 
Oregon was taken up. 

Messrs. Archer, King, Crittenden, and others cop. 
tended that the preamble was unnecessary and out 
of taste; while Messrs. Linn, Walker, Mc Roberts, anc 
others supported it, on the ground that the title beings 
clear and undeniable, it was due to settlers to make 
the declaration contained in the preamble. Mr. Linn 
recurred very briefly to the chronology of this claim 
set up by the British government. In 1812 such 
British title had never been heard of. During the 
negotiations for the treaty of Ghent, proposals of 
cession or purchase were deliberately made to us, 
without any question of our ultimate right. The 
events of the war of 1812 had, however, made mani- 
fest the importance of this region, both to her and 
us: and 1818 she assumed that her territorial claims 
reached quite to the Columbia river, and very quietly 
constituted that the northern limit of all our posses- 
sions in that quarter. 

Mr. King saw no necessity for the strong declara- 
tion of the preamble. He was well persuaded that 
our right was good; but this sort of assertion would 
in ho manner serve to strengthen it. He had no 
question of the policy of the bill itself, and was anx- 
ious to see its objects accomplished by filling the 
territory with a hardy population, capable of defend- 
We had but to say the 
word, and no foreign power could keep its foothold 
upon any part of North America. 

Mr. Linn, after some time, gave his assent to the 
withdrawal of the preamble, rather than prejudice 
the bill. 

Several amendments were then adopted, and the 
bill as amended, ordered to be printed. The senate 
then adjourned. 

January 4. Mr. Calhoun presented resolutions 
of the general assembly of the state of South Caro- 
lina in relation to refunding the fine paid by Gene- 
ral Jackson. Also, a resolution to refund the fine 
imposed on the heirs of Dr. Thomas Cooper uncer 
the sedition law. 

Mr. Merrick reported a bill to prevent the employ- 
ment of private expresses upon mail routes, and tor 
the prevention of frauds upon the revenue of tho 
post office department. 

Mr. Wright moved that the memerial of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of New York in relation to the 
warehousing system, presented by him on the 13th ol 
December, be referred to the committee on finance. 

Mr. Huntington preferred its reference to the com 
mittee on commerce. _ 

Mr. Wright’s motion was negatived by yeas 1’, 
nays 27. . 

The bill relating to the occupation of the territo: 
ry of Oregon, its amendments having been concul- 
red in, and some further trivial amendmentsgdopt- 
ed, was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading: 

The senate then took up the bill to regulate the 
currency of foreign gold and silver coin; when, aller 
a bricf discussion, in which Messrs. Benton ane 
Evans participated, the bill was laid on the table ivr 
the present. 

On motion, the senate adjourned. 


and gene. 


t time 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. . 
Tuurspay, Dre. 29. The speaker announced tne 
following select committees. 
On the petition of inhabitants of Platte county, Mis 
souri, on establishing an agency for the purchase 0° 
behalf of government of water-rotted hemp—Mess's 
J. C. Edwards, Green, Jeremiah Brown, Proffit, 9° 
A. V. Brown. 
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Seana sean anne eee a es 
On the resolution of Mr. T. B. King, in relation to] 
transporting the mail in war steamers, &c¢.—Messrs. 
King, Winthrop, J. T Stuart, Chas. Brown and Ferris. 
Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, on leave given, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 
Resolved, That the select committee appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of coptracting with pri- 
yate companies, or others, for the transportation of 
the mail in steamers along the coast, and for other 
urposes, be also instructed to inquire and report as 
to the expediency of employing such steamers, under 
the direction of the proper department, in visiting and 
inspecting light-houses upon the several coasts of the 
United States, and of performing such duties in re- 
ference thereto as may be found conducive to the 
preservation and effective use of the same. 


Mr. Cooper, of Pa. presented a memorial from citi- 
zens Of Adams county, Pa., praying from congress 
such a portion of land proceeds in the shape of go- 
yernment stock as will relieve them from state bur- 
thens &c. He hoped to see this subject brought 
fairly before the country, On some future occasion 
he would crave to be heard on the subject. 


Oa motion of Mr. JV. C. Johnson, the memorial 
was referred to a select committee, ayes 76, nays 69, 
ordered to consist of 9 members. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing the report of the com- 
missioners for the exploration and survey of the 
northeastern. boundary submitted at the last session, 
was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Pickens presented the resolutions of South Ca- 
rolina, urging the passage of a law by congress re- 
funding the fine imposed on Doctor Cooper in 1800 
for a suppbsed libel against John Adams under the 
sedition law. Referred to the judiciary committee. 

Mr. Everett, on leave given, presented the memo- 
rial of certain members of the legislature of New 
Hampshire, praying congress (the reporter believes) 
to district that state. Mr. 4therton remarked that 
the house of representatives of New Hampshire was 
composed of about 240 members and the senate of 
12 members. This memorial was signed by but 57 
members, a small minority of the whole body. It 
was then referred to the committee on elections. 

Mr. McKeon offered a resolution calling for the | 
correspondence between the late United States con-| 
sul general at Tangiers and the government of Mo-| 
rocco. Adopted. 

Mr. Cross introduced ‘‘A bill to repeal so much of | 
the act approved the 23d of August, 1842, as requires | 
the second regiment of dragoons to be converted into | 
a regiment of riflemen after the 4th of March, 1843.” | 
Referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll presented a memorial from Col. 
Brooks in relation to the action of the judiciary com- 
mittee of the last session on the subject of the treaty 
with the Caddo Indians. 


Mr. Cooper, of Pa., remarked that Col. Brooks was | 
charged with a great fraud, committed in his official | 
capacity as commissioner to negotiate a treaty with | 
the Caddo Indians—a fraud enuring to his own be-| 
nefit to the amount of hundreds of thousands of dol- | 
lars. The committee exposed this fraud, and vindi- 
cated, as far as it was in their power, the rightsof | 
the government and the individuals who had been 
wronged. ‘They did it, however, in a way the least | 


{ 





| 
| 
| 








the speaker, from Mr. Pleasation, the fifth auditor 
of the treasury, and denounced the pa; 
taining, under the cover of being a public document, 
a slander upon himself and an insult to the house. 
Some discussion followed, directed to the point | 
what would be the proper- disposition of the docu-. 
ment referred to, and involving a complaint of a si- | 
milar character on the part of Mr. Proffit. 


Mr. Merriwether offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the communication addressed to | 
the speaker of the house, by S. Pleasanton, the fifth | 
auditor of the treasury, on the 14th instant, in rela- 
tion to some remarks made in the house before that 


time by Mr. Sprigg, a member from Kentucky,.which 


paper as con- 


notsuch a communication as ought.to have been re- 
ceived and presented to the house, and that the same 
be withheld from the journal of this house, and the 
original be returned to the writer. 


The speaker said that if the letter alluded to had | 





been opened by him and its contents read, it would 


importance of the bill, entering at some length into 
the mathematical details of the subject, glancing at 
the defects of the system as noWv existing, and point- 


ing out the character of our present mode of admeasu- 


rement, and the insecurity that attached to it as ap- 
plied to various classes of vessels. 

Mr. Cushing contended that the bill contemplated 
an entire revolution in the mode of constructing the 
trading vessels of the country, which could not fail 
to operate seriously on all the shipping interests of 
the United States, and urged the necessity of time 
and deliberation before action was taken upon it. 
He did not say that the bill ought not to pass, but it 
certainly required much maturer reflection than had 


paper was received by the speaker and laid before | yet boon given de Hp. 0ne7 eee wee View, he Geaaaegs- 


the house withouta knowledge of its contents, was | 


ed that its further consideration be postponed for a 
fortnight. 
The further consideration of the bill was postpon- 


ed until Tuesday two weeks. - 


A message in writing was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by the hands of Robert 
Tyler, esq. his secretary. See page 289. 

A message from the president communicating docu- 

































not have been presented to the house as an official | ments in regard to claims of citizens of the U. States 
paper. It was found on the speaker’s table among | against the government of Hayti was presented. 

the executive documents, and was endorsed in the| After the further consideration of private bills, the 
form usual with official communications. It was | house then adjourned till Tuesday next. 

not in the power of the speaker to read all these) 
communications. He supposed it to bea regular. 
official communication, and that it was the duty of, 
the speaker to presentit. But, had he known its) 
contents, he would not have presented it as an offi- 
cial paper. Had it been presented simply.as a me- 
morial or petition, the house could have taken its 
own action upon it. 


The resolution of Mr. Merriwether was then a- 
dopted. 


Mr. Cooper, of Pa., from the committee on Indian 
affairs, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Whereas a resolution calling upon the president of | 
the United States “‘to cause to be communicated to 
the house the several reports Jately made to the de- 
partment of war by lieut. col. Hitchcock relative to 
the affairs of the Cherokee Indians, together with all 
information communicated by him concerning the) 
frauds he was charged to investigate; also, all facts 


Turespay, Jan. 3. Mr. C. J. Ingersoll reported a 
resolution directing the committee on the judiciary 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill to 
abolish capital punishment in public; and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Slade moved a suspension of the 2lst rule to 
enable him to offer a preamble and resolution depre- 
cating the traffic in slaves, and instructing the com- 
mittee on the district of Columbia to report a bill to 
repeal all laws in any way authorising the slave trade 
in the district. 

On his motion, the vote was, yeas 73, nays 111. 
So the rule was not suspended. 


Mr. Tillinghast submitted a resolution, which was 
referred to the committee of the whole, appropriat- 
ing $1000 to enable the secretary of the navy to 
make a survey of Narraganset bay for the purpose 
of ascertaining a point of advantage for a naval depot. 

Mr. Bowne submitted a resolution, instructing the 


. : , committee on the judiciary to report, on Thursday 
in possession of the executive, from any source, re-| next, a bill to refund the fine imposed on general 
lating to the subject,” was adopted by this house on} Jackson: and moved the previous question. It was 
the —— day of August last: and whereas the infor-| 1o¢ seconded. ; 
mation required by the said resolution has not been! "phe pill to repeal the bankrupt law was taken up . 
communicated, nor any reason assigned for the de Mr. Marshall, of. Kentucky, was. entitled tothe’ 


lay; therefore ' 7 
‘<, led. TI a ch dent} ee floor. He said that he was not in sufficient health te » 
esolved, ‘That the president be requested to commu-| address the house. 
er ve — (ae the eco entre a for! Mr. Milton Brown then argued at large in favor ot ° 
an ee reso a at th os Ae tion of | 2 uniform system of bankruptcy, declaring himself ° 
“ale = weed geo tem and afief’ pr past | ee eee _ confined his remarks to the sub- - 
ie - ’ Yot©°* | ject under debate. 
therein, adjourned. Mr. Weller addressed the house in a discursion on ; 
Saturpay, Dec. 31. Mr. Edwards, of Missouri, | political subjects and in favor of repeal. 
introduced a bill of the following title, which, having } Mr. Ferris, of New York, spoke in favor of repeal, 
been read twice, was referred to the committee on/ 20d the house adjourned. 
the territories, and ordered to be printed: ‘‘A bill de- 
claring whatis the northern boundary of the state of) mittee of ways and means, reported a bill making 


Missouri.” | ; appropriations for the support of the army and of the 
Mr. Edwards offered a resolution, which, after| military academy at West Point, and for armories, 





Wepvespay, Jan. 4. Mr. Fillmore, from the com- - 


































































injurious to his reputation, but his present course of | haying been modified, on motion of Mr. Cave Johnson. 
action rendered it necessary that the covering should by striking out a portion which related to maps, was 


be stripped from the infamy of the transaction. This | adopted in the following form: 


was no grateful task, but justice to the committee 
and duty to the public required that it should be 
done. 

On motion of Mr. Stanly, the memorial was laid | 
on the table. 

The consideration of the bill for the repeal of the 
bankrupt law was then resumed. 

Mr. Wise arose and delivered a political speech, 
and at its conclusion, said that he could Jay his hand 
upon more than one in that body who could testify 
that certain gentlemen had coine to the president, 
and had pledged themselves, that if it could be un- 
derstood that the Harrison cabinet would be suffered 
to hold their places in peace, the second bank bill 
would be postponed. 

Mr. Thompson did not believe the assertion, and 
called upon the gentleman from Va., to do so. 

Mr. Wise. Bring forth your impeachment and I 
will do it. 

Mr. Fessenden arose and expressed his reasons for 
Opposing a repeal of the bankrupt law, and then 
commented on the political remarks of Mr. Cushing. 
Having concluded, 

Mr. T. F. Marshall obtained the floor, but yielded to 
a motion by Mr. Bronson that the house adjourn, and 
the house adjourned. 


Fripay, Dec. 30. Mr. Sprigg, of Ky. toa question 


oo) 


| Resolved, ‘That the report of Albert M. Lee, in re- 


ference to the northern boundary of Missouri, the | 


arsenals, and munitions of war, for the half calendar 
year ending the first of July, 1843; and for the fiseal 
year beginning the first day of July, 1843, and ending 
| the first day of July, 1844. 
The bill having been read twice by its title, was 













report of captain Guion, and of lieutenant Fremont, | referred to the committee of the whole on the state 
in reference to the Des Moines river, and the evi-| of the union, and was ordered to be printed. 


dence in reference to the northern boundary of Mis- | Mr Pendleton, from the military committee, re- 
_— en to the committee on the territories | ported a bill for the establishment of two additional 
and printed. 


| military posts, one at or near the mouth of the Colum- 
Mr. E. also presented a letter of Stephen Clever,| bia river, and one between that and Council Bluffs; 
another of Robert Wallace, and another of Duif| not over 1400 men of the army to be detached for 
Green, all members of the convention which formed | the purpose, the former garrison to be transported by 
the constitution of the state of Missouri, in reference | such portion of the navy as may be necessary, and 
to the northern boundary of Missouri; and also a} making such provision as may tend to transform the 


letter of lieutenant J.C. Fremont, in reference to| soldiers into settlers, &c., and appropriating $200,000 
























of privilege. He called the attention of the house to | 
adocument which had heretofore been presented by| dressed the house in favor of the necessity and | the house adjourned, 


the rapids of the Des Moines river. Aljl of which 
were referred to the committee on territories. 


Mr. Fillmore, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill making appropriations for the | 
civil and diplomatic expenses of government for the 
fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1844; which was 
read twice by its title, committed to the committee | 
of the whole on the state of the union, and ordered | 
to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, the) 
house took up the bill reported from the commit- | 
tee on commerce at the last session, entitled sg | 
bill to alter the mode of admeasuring the tonnage | 
of ships or vessels employed in the merchant 
service of the United States.” Mr. Kennedy ad- | 





therefor. 
The following resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. 


| Bowne, was taken up and discussed until the morn- 


ing hour expired: 

"Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to report’on Thursday next the following 
bill to refund the fine imposed upon general Andrew 
Jackson at New Orleans. [Here follows the bill.] 

The consideration of the bill for the repeal of the 
bankrupt law was then resumed, 


Mr. Bowne, of New York, delivered a political 
speech. He was in favor of repeal. 

Mr. Meriwether and Mr. Pickens successively fol- 
lowed in debate, the former against, the latter in fa- 
vor of repeal; and Mr. Gordon obtaining the floor, 
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American Srocks. The January interest on the Ken- 
tucicy state bonds has been duly forwarded to the east 
where it is payable. 

The interest on the United States six per cent loan, 
and on treasury notes, now due, and on the Tennessee 
btn was paid at the Philadelphia bank on Tues- 

ay. 


ANOTHER DEFAULTER. Edward I. Nicoll, late secre- 
tary of the Life Insurance and Trust company, New 
York, has tulated. A few yeats ago when he re- 
ceived the appointment he was considered a wealthy 
man. His office, and sundry individual trusts brought 
him in about $10,000 per annam. How he has squan- 
dered all is a mystery. At a meeting of the company 
on the 4th, it was resolved “that any loss whichthe com- 
pany may sustain, will not impair its capital, nor exceed 
the sum of two hundred and forty thousand dollars.” It 
is said he has gone to Europe. 


Banxrurt Law. A resolution has past both branches 
of the Illinois legislature instructing the delegation of 
the state in congress to vote for the immediate repeal of 
the bankrupt law. It passed the lower house by a vote 
of 104 to 14. 


_ Banx Irems. Illinois. The senate by a vote of 22 
to 15, las passed the bill which provides for the breaking 

up of the banks in that state. 

Free banks, in New York. Thompson’s Reporter states 

tie 

Total amount of the bank notes outstanding $3,630,860 





Ageregate amount of securiies held 4,588,595 
Bonds & mortg’s $1,513,285 | Indiana stock 170,000 
New York stock 1,097,310 | Maine sy 115,000 
Tihinois + 534,000] Alabama ‘“ 44,000 
Arkansas. “ 590,000; Kentucky “ 31,000 


Michigan “ 494,000 

The bank of France has in her vaults 800 barrels of 
five frane pieces, each barrel containing fifty thousand 
francs, or about ten thousand dollars. ‘he gold is pack: 
ed away in leaden cases, containing twenty thousand 
bags of one thousand franks each in the neighborhood 
of four millions of dollars in each case; and it is repre- 
sented fhatan entire apartment in the vaulted depart- 
ment is filled with these cases, some of which have not 
been opened for forty years. 


Columbus Banks. The Augusta Chronicle and Sen- 
tinel of Saturday last says—“The indications from Co- 
lumbus, by this niorning’s mail, are rather unfavorable 
to the Insurance Bank of Columbus, and the Phcenix 
Bank of the same place. We would caution the pub- 
lic against the issues of either until further develop- 
ments.”’ 

Ohio banks. The charters of some ten or fifteen of the 
banks of Ohio expired on the Ist of January, inst. An 
effort was made to passa bill extending the charters 
for six months; it failed in the house by a majority of 
$1) X; 


Juper Barton of the Philadelphia court of sessions, 
resigned his seat on the bench on the 3lst ult. 


Corron. Four steamboats arrived at New Orleans a 
few days ago, with an aggregate freight of 10,643 bales 
of cotton. About 14,000 balesreached that port on the 
2Qist ult. 

The splendid steamer Louisiana, Captain Tufts, from 
Grand Gulf, arrived at that port on 19th instant with four 
thousand and forty-four bales of cotton! ‘This is by long 
odds the largest cargo ever brought to that port, and yet 
with this immense load, the guards of the Louisiana 
were at least a foot above the water. In the three days 
ending on the 23d ult. the arrivals of cotton were 24,656 
bales, against 14,259 bales cleared in the same time, leav- 
inva stock on hand of 144,178 bales—sa'es amounted to 
13,100 bales, at prices ranging within the following quo- 
tations: 

Liverpool classification. Ordinary 4053; middling 53 
a52; middling fair 64a63; fair 7ja75; good fair 8a8}; good 
and fine 8}. 

At Charleston, in the week ending on the 3ist ult. the 
receipts of cotton were 12,099 bags, against sales of 15,296 
bags, at 5a53 cts. for inferior and ordinary; middling to 
nid). fair 6a64 cis.; fair to fully fair 63973; good fair and 
good 73083; Sea Island sold at 13222 for inferior to good; 
middling fine and fine 26235 cis.; extra fine 45 cents and 
upwards, 

Cotton trade of Boston. The quantity of new crop 
cotton imperted into Boston, fro-: the Ist October, 1842, 
to the 3lst December, amounts 24,947 bales. Last year, 
during the same period, it was only 15,441; making 
9,506 bales more than last year. 


Coat. Bituminous coal has recently been found*in 
Augusta, Oneida county, New York, on the f:rm of one 
A. M. Porter who made the discovery while digging a 
well, and has consequenily, been offered $20,000 fur his 
farm. 

Wesaw, a week or two since, a fracment of bituminous 
coal found on Skunk river, below Augusta in thisscoun- 


ty, which was thrown out while digging a well. Like 
specimens have also been found on Flint. Sufficient 


evidences exist that large deposites of this article exist 
on both those rivers, to Warrant those particularly inte- 
rested in making a thorough search for this valuable 
mineral. [fowa Hawkeye, Sept. 22. 


Croton Works. The actual outlay fur the Croton 
Water, including all expenses, is $11,395,774, aud it is 


estimated that a further sum of half a million to complete 
the aqueduct bridge over the Harlem river, and $20,000 
for pipes still to be laid, will be needed, ‘The cost of the 
structure complete may be stated at twelve and a half 
millons of dollars. Oj this sum, from % to 10 millions 
bear 5 percent. inierest, and the residue 7 per cent. The 
annual interest is $665,000. 

An interesting report has been made on the subject of 
the means to be devised by which this is to be provided 
ot and a sinking fund for the ultimate payment of the 

ebts. 


Henry Cray reached New Orleans on the 22d ult. 
His reception must have been enthusiastic. ‘The whole 
population were in motion; shouts, processions, the roar 
_ ot ras a and every demonstration of respect was exhi- 

ited. 


Dreapru. Storm at Mapeira. Tornadoes visited this 
Island on the 24th and 26th October last, even more aw- 
ful than that of the 9th Octobes, 1803. Upwards of fifiy 
lives were lost. ‘Torrents of rain descended from the 
Mountains as if a new ocean was sweeping over the land 
desolating every thing in itsimpetuosity. All the bridges 
are swept away—the shipping wrecked—buildings pros- 
trated. ‘T'he Island appeared to be ina perfect tremor— 
day was cnoveried into night—and universal dismay pre- 
vailed. ‘The loss of property is estimated at $2,500,000. 
Great suffering will be experienced by the inhabitants 
unless prompt relief be sent to them from other and 
mire tas parts of the world from which they are 
isolated. 


Dearus. During last week in New York, 139, of 
which, 64 were under two years of age—17 died of eon- | 
sumption. In Philadelphia, 100, of which 20 were un- 
der one year—16 died of consumption. In Baltimore, 
(during the week before last), 28, of which 8 were under 
1 year,—7 were free colored and 2 slaves. During the 
week ending the 3d inst., 57, of which 20-were under 1 
year, 11 were free colored, and 4 slaves, 


Dr. N. Porter, late professor in the university of Mary- 
land, and one of the most esteemed members of the 
medical profession in this city, died suddenly on the 
morning of the 2d inst. 


Does. A French paper states that the contraband 
trade carried on by dogs on the frontier of France next 
to Belgium, continues to increase in strength and activity, 
The number of dogs thus employed 1s estimated at 
80,000. 


Divers. The St. Louis Republican says that five 
diving bells, each with a full complement of hands, have 
lately been employed on the Mississippi river and its 
tributaries taking out property lost in the wrecks of boats. 
Some of them, it isstated, have found it a profitable busi- 
ness, and expect still larger profits next year from the 
great losses of this season. 


Distress 1n Quepec. Notone tenth of the persons 
formerly employed in ship building are now engaged 
—the wages, which were ten shillings per day, are now 
reduced t© twenty pence! but markets are abundant and 
produce very low. 


Epiror M. M. Noaug, has retired from the charge of 
the Union,at N. York. 


Epriscopat .pisHop. At Boston, the Rev. Manton 
Easthurn, late of N. Y. has been consecrated bishopof 
the Protestant Episcopal church, for the diocese of Mas- 
sachusetts. 


Execrion. Col. Sewer, of Hartford county, Md. was 
elected representative to congress from the third dis- 
trict on Monday last, to supply the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of James W. Williams. 

Col. S. was nominated by a Van Buren convention, 
and there was no regular opposition. Very few votes, of 
course, were taken; Baltimore county gave Sewell 692; 
Rutledge, 174. 

A special election of a representative to fill the vacan- 
cy aceasioned by the resignation of F. Kennett, esq. 
was to be held in Missouri on the 3lst ult. Lous Du 
Brauel and A. R. Corbin, are candidates. 


Fiovur. ‘The inspections of last week in Baltimore 
was 14,733 bbls. and 417 half bbls. Prices from wag- 
on, $3 87; selling price, $4. 

The inspections of flour in Richmond, in-the quarter 
ending on the 3lst ult. were—71,536 bbls. superfine, 
2.413 half bbls., 4,377 bbls. fine, 814 bbls. middlings, 
1,018 bbls. condemned. 


Fires. Five large stores were burnt, including the 
corner of Water and Fletcher streets, New York, on 
the night of the 29th ult. Loss estimated at $250,000. 
Another fire on the morning of the 30th, destroyed se- 
veral buildings in Broad, between Water and Front 
streets. The calico printing establishment of Israel 
Saunders, esq., near Providence, R. L, with 25,000 
—— bleached cotton cloth init was burnt on the 27th 
ultimo. 


GEOLOGICAL surveys. Doctor Jackson's geological 
survey of the state of New Hampshire has resalied in the 
discovery of various mines of copper and iron. One of 
copper mines in Coos county is supposed to be inexhaus- 
tible, yielding 33 per cent. pure. copper, of a superior 
quality, which withexpense of one cent the pound for 
transportation, can be brought to Boston in any quantity. 

Dr. Percivai’s report on the geology of Connecticut, 
with a geological map, is now published and ready for 
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of the legislature of that state, under whose auspices th, 
survey was made. The survey was commenced under 
the administration of gov. Edwards, in 1835, and wi|| be 
found toembrace all the inquiries dependent on the nz. 
tural structure of the entire state, and becomesan jn. 
portant link in the geological history of our country. 


Income. The annnual productive income of 
tate in England, is etimated al $296,000,000. 


IsRAELITES RECOGNIZED AS BRETHREN. A Jew banker 
(M. Cohen of Antwerp,) has been nominated knight of 
the Spanish order of Isabella. The country, in which 
Jew some scores of years back could not set his fuo; 
without incurring the risk of being burnt alive, now de. 
corates him with an order. 


The Jews in New York, according to the Philadel. 
phia Inquirer, are ten thousand in number. They have 
six synagogues. ‘Their benevolent society has in the 
last year collected about 5,000 and expended about 4,000 
dollars. The legal liabilities they still lie under in some 
countries of Europe, and the strong poonwes they 
there have to encounter, are, it is said, driving many of 
the Jews to seek refuge in the United States. 





real es. 


Mononeanena Navication. We learn that Messrs. 
Lothrop and Morehead of this city, and judge Schnable 
of Lewisburg, Pa., have contracted to complete the jm. 
provement of the Monongahela during the ensuing year, 
[Pittsburg Advocate. 


Nacvoo, Itu. On the 9h ult. in the legislature of [!\- 
nois, a motion was made to repeal the extraordinary 
charter of Nauvoo. the Mormon city. The Louisville 
Journal says there was in the house one Mormon mein- 
ber, Jo Smith’s brother, who made an earnest appeal to 
the loco focos as a party to sustain his people and their 
city charters, inasmuch as all the Mormons had voted, 
at the last election, for the loco foco ticket. No vote 
was taken. 

A paragraph is going the roundsin the public papers, 
which states that the splendid temple of the Mormons 
at Nauvoo is completed. It must have been by miracle 
if so, for from appearances a few weeks ago, it would 
take at least seven years to finish it. 


Pork. There has been a large business in cutting 
and curing done at this season at Cincinnati. Prices 
have ranged from 1,625 to $2,00. A sow weighing 547 
pounds and her family of pigs weighing over 400 each, of 
the Berkshire and Byfield breeds is mentioned as a spe- 
cimen, cut at Davis’ establishment. 


Rartroap irems. ‘The Boston Post says, the gross re- 


'ceipts week before last of the western railroad, were 


$7,500; being nearly $200 more than the previous weeks. 
Deducting statements and losses incident to cullection, 
the total income for fifty-two weeks will be just about 
$500,000; one-half of which will cover the expenses 
upon this year’s business. 


Raw. The quantity of rain which fellin Philadelphia, 
during the year 1842, was 493 inches, 


Spanish Sinver Mines. During the 193 years that 
the mines of Almaden have been conducted on account 
of the Spanish guvernment, there have been £55,000,- 
000 sterling worth of silver, coined and _ uncoined, 
brought into circulation in the markets of Europe. Out 
of the yearly produce not more than a fourth partof it, 
amounting to about £150,000, is available in the shape 
of revenue to the Spanish government, after the payment 
of all expenses. A depth has now been attained of 
nearly 800 feet in the seventh or deepest level of the 
works, where the ore presents ho apparent alteration in 
quality or diminution in breadth of the unmense veins 
in which it is contained, 


Stream Boat lrems. The Great Western was to leave 
Liverpool for New York on the 11th. 

The Pualte, from White River to Littl Rock, struck 
a snag on the 19th, thirty miles below that town, and 
sunk in seven feet water. 

The Nushville on her way from Ouachita to New Or- 
leans, with 650 bales of cotton, struck a snag on the 
night of the 15th inst. 24 miles above Harrisonburg, and 
sunk in a few minutes. ‘The boat isa_ total loss—part 
|of the cotton was saved in a damaged state. 

The steamer Lighter, which has been ice bound at 
Grand Island, caught fire a few days since, and was 
cunsumed. The Lighter was owned at Pittsburg, and 
has been running in the Illinois river ‘trade during the 
low water, 


Specie. The Emeline, Captain Davidson, brought 
$287,424 to N. Orleans from ‘Tampico. a few days since. 
A conducta was expected to reach Tampico on the 15if 
ult. with $1,500,000, of which $200,000 was for N. Or- 
leans. An English man-ofwar brig was to take most 
of the remainder. 

The U. &. s!oop of war Falmouth, landed $130,000 at 
New Orleans on the 22d ult. from Vera Cruz. ‘I'he ship 
St. Lawrence, from Liverpool, landed $159,000 there on 
the 20:h ult. 

The whole amount of specie received at N. Orleans 
from the 1st September last up to the 23d December, |S 
stated to be $4,306,766. Additional sums have since 
been received. ‘ 

The packet ship Dachesse d’Orleans, from Havre, 
brought $255,000 in specie, mostly in five franc pieces; 
at New York. 
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Treasury NoTEs. The treasury notes outstanding 












delivery to those entitled to copies in pursuance of a vote 


‘ 


on the Ist January, inst., amounted to $11,097,278 59. 
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